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every decision we make leaves not the slightest room for
deviation. And yet we do not feel restricted. We are out
on the open sea, hemmed in by nothing, setting our
course by a single star.

There is something about the word “narrow”
which seems contradictory to Christianity. Jesus came
that we might “have life, and have it more
abundantly” (John 10:10). He came to expand our lives,
not to restrict them. So, when Jesus says, “Enter through

the narrow gate,” does something tighten up in you?

In high school geometry class, we learned that
the narrowest thing conceivable is a straight line. In fact,
we can’t draw or even imagine what the mathematicians
mean by a “straight line,” because it is not something
drawn on paper; it is just the imaginary (but
unimaginable!) line that connects two points. It is simply
defined as “the shortest distance between two points.” It
has no breadth or thickness at all. There is nothing
narrower than this: a microscopic flea walking along it
drunk would not have room to weave!
When Jesus speaks of the “narrow way” we
could think of a channel through the ocean, marked off
by five commandments on one side and five on the
other. Then if we interpret the commandments more
narrowly, the channel becomes more constricted and
we feel we are being hemmed in. But suppose we say
that Jesus has substituted a whole new guidance system
in place of the Ten Commandments? Instead of telling
us to stay “within bounds” in a channel, he invites us to
steer by a “fixed star,” who is Jesus himself. He calls us
to look to him—to his words, his example—in every
decision we make, and to ask only one question: “What

is more pleasing to Jesus Christ, what is more according
to the desires of his heart?” To do this is to steer in a

straight line. It is to do what Saint Paul exhorts each one
of us to do: “Do not be conformed to this world [to the

attitudes, values and goals of the culture], but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you
may discern what is the will of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2). This is a whole
new way of charting a course through life.

This is the narrowest way—and the least
constrictive! There is nothing narrower than a straight
line. To aim directly at the person of Jesus Christ in

If we interpret the Gospel this way, our Lord’s
later words to those who have not entered by the
“narrow gate” are consistent: He says to them, “I do not
know where you are from.” (This is the same as saying, “I
do not know who you are.”) Those who have never
made the choice to live their whole lives in response to
the person of Jesus, but who have just tried to “stay in
bounds,” are called strangers—because Jesus is in fact a
stranger to them. He says he does not know them
because they have never known him.
This presents us with a very radical choice: a
religion of system or a religion of response. In a religion
of system our focus is on the rules and practices—on
what we do. In a religion of response our focus is on the
person of Christ, on who he is and how we can show our
love for him.
In a religion of response, the whole focus is on
knowing and pleasing God as a person, and experiencing
his action in our lives. To please him we have to know
him; we have to know his heart, his deepest attitudes and
values, what his desires are, how he thinks. In a religion
of response, we don’t break the law; we just seldom
think about it—just as someone steering by a fixed star
never gets outside the channel markers, but never looks
at them either; the course is an unwavering, undeviating
line toward the star.
And so, in a religion of response we think about
what pleases our Friend, about what unites us more
closely to him in mind and will and heart. Every choice
is a direct response to the person we love.

DAVID M. KNIGHT

CHANGE IN DAILY MASS TIMES
BEGINNING ON AUGUST 31, 2022
Monday: 6:00 PM
Tuesday: 9:00 AM
Wednesdays: when school is in session: 8:00 AM
Wednesdays: when school is NOT in session: 9:00 AM
Thursdays: 9:00 AM
Fridays: 9:00 AM
Please make a note to check the weekly Bulle n for
Daily Mass mes. Thank You.

MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 2022
6:00 PM - Monique C. Fox req. St. Mary Parish & Staff
John James Donnelly req. Donnelly, Miner &
Brennan Families
TUESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2022
9:00 AM - Jay Lenski req. Family
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2022
9:00 AM - Robert McMahon req. Family
THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2022
9:00 AM - Joe & Eileen McNally req. Albian Family
FRIDAY, AUGUST 26, 2022
9:00 AM - George Hartigan Szydlowski Family
SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 2022
4:00 PM - Denise Huguelet req. Sr. Mary Lou
Mary Elizabeth Duffy req. Meghan & Rory Neill
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2022
8:00 AM - People of the Parish
10:00 AM - Jerry Hendrickson req. Deacon Bob & Donna
Miciunas
Kenny Kern req. Deacon Al & Carol Agurkis
12:00 PM - Bob Oesterreich req. Jim & June Burke
6:00 PM - Howard Switalla req. The Charles Golly Family

Na onal Make-a-Will Month

The following persons have requested prayers
from our parish community:
Rudolph Spacal
Hugh Toner
Edward Kus
Jeff Kornack
Emily Torres
John Azzarello
George Metzger

Kathy Ranft
Ramonito Crudo
Bob Main
Donna Miciunas
Henry Torres
Nicole Moyer

Spencer Mehr
Lois Bach
Baby Adalyn Harres
Baby Jack Massura
Michael Kern
Charles Zezulak Sr.

In Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy to the families of
Donna Hrncirik, mother of Jennifer Almeida
Caden Joseph McCann, son of John & Jennifer McCann

A Warm Welcome
We welcome:
Bill & Anne Boswell
Nick & Julie Brand
Kevin & Jacqueline Martin
who registered at St. Mary of Gostyn
Parish recently.

Baptism
St. Mary of Gostyn Parish Family welcomed
the following children to the Catholic Faith
through the Sacrament of Baptism recently:

Do you know that August is Na onal Make-a-Will
Month? You may be shaking your head and
saying, what will they think up next? It may seem
silly to name a month for this, but the reality is
that everyone should prepare for the future by
comple ng this important estate planning
document.

Kane Julian Heidecke,
Son of Mark & Schweta Heidecke
Cecelia Janet Macfarlane,
Daughter of Christopher & Allison
Macfarlane
We will be comple ng an update to our
website that may result in periodic short
outages on August 22nd & 23rd.
We apologize for any inconvenience.

h ps://runsignup.com/Race/IL/DownersGrove/SMG5K1MileRace

Sponsorship Opportuni es S ll Available
h ps://stmarygostyn.org/adult-faith-forma on/5k-race-1-mile-fun-run/

Order On-line at www.stmarygostyn.org

Last Day to Order 8/21!

Cost: $10 each
Size: 9 inch pots, 18 inch ﬂowers
Color Op ons: Red, Orange, Yellow, White, Purple & Pink
Pick-up: Tuesday 8/30 4 - 6:00 PM in the Lower Parish Parking Lot
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Who Makes a Good Catechist?
•

A person of faith who wants to share it.

•

Someone willing to work with children, or middle schoolers.

•

An adult age 18 and up.

•

Any adult passionate about his/her faith.

•

A man or a woman.

•

A person willing to follow a catechist guide with easy lesson plans.

Can you see yourself in this description? So many times we think we have to rely on the parents of the children in the
program. Did you know that a vast amount of our catechists are not parents from our RE families? Many are parents,
but not all.
Consider how you can participate. It’s all about sharing what you have been
given by someone else. Training is available and encouraged. We’re praying
for you to consider this opportunity.
Please contact the RE office at 630-960-3566 for more information or visit:
https://stmarygostyn.org/religious-education/volunteering/

2022 –2023
RE Registration
Now Open to All Parish Families
For more information, please visit the
SMG website:
https://stmarygostyn.org/religiouseducation/re-registration/

Children’s Liturgy
of the Word
Our Children's Liturgy of the Word
has always been a well-a ended program for our youngest children in
the Parish. This year, we will have the Children's Liturgy of the Word
during our 10:00 Masses most Sundays, if we get enough
volunteers to support the program. We currently are in need of
adults to lead this ministry. Please prayerfully consider how you can
help. Contact our Religious Educa on oﬃce for more informa on.

Important Numbers to Know
Parish & Religious Education Offices - 630.969.1063
Deacon Al, Deacon Bob & Deacon Steve - 630.737.9626
School Office - 630.968.6155
St. Vincent de Paul Society - 630.969.1068

NEW PARISHIONERS: We are happy to welcome new members to our community, and encourage
you to register either in person at the Parish Office, or register online through our website,
www.stmarygostyn.org.
BAPTISMS: St. Mary of Gostyn offers baptismal preparation sessions on a monthly basis. If this is
your first child, you will need to participate in a baptismal preparation session before you can
receive a date for your baby’s Baptism.
Parents are the first and primary educators in the practice of the Faith. Godparents play an important role in the faith life of your child. While considering godparents for your child, be aware that
at least one must be a baptized and confirmed Catholic who is active in his/her faith. Please call the
parish office at 630-969-1063 to register for a preparation class and to schedule a baptismal date.
BECOMING A CATHOLIC: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process of welcoming and preparing adults for the Sacraments of Initiation - Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation - for
full membership in the Catholic Church. Unbaptized adults, adults baptized in another Christian
faith, and baptized Catholics with little or no formal religious education are invited to participate.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
SACRAMENT of ANOINTING: Due to Covid restrictions, you will need to make arrangements by
contacting the parish office.
FUNERALS: Arrangements are usually made by the Funeral Home or by a family member. A
member of our Funeral Liturgy Planning team will meet with you to plan the Funeral Liturgy.
Eulogies can be given at the Wake Service, Interment at the Cemetery or at the Funeral Luncheon,
but not at the Mass of Christian Burial.
MARRIAGES: Arrangements should be made at least six months in advance to provide ample time
for preparation of this sacrament.
ROSARY GROUPS: Monday evenings at 6:30 PM and Tuesday evenings at 6:00 PM in the Parish
Center chapel.
RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard Saturday, 8:30 to 9:30 AM in church. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is also available by appointment. Please call the Parish Office (630-969-1063) to
arrange to have your confession heard by a priest.
ANNULMENTS: We are available to help anyone who is in need of information about how to apply
for an annulment. Please contact the Parish Office at (630)969-1063.

