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Bishop Hicks' Column
August 2022 | Marking 20 Years
of reforms to protect children
During a recent conversa on with a long me friend, she
men oned she had just signed up to volunteer at her
parish by teaching religious educa on to ﬁ h- and sixthgraders. I was overjoyed to hear that she was going to use
her talent and me to pass on our faith to our youth.
When my friend told me of the mul step process she
had to go through to be approved as a volunteer, I
nodded my head in understanding – and waited for a
complaint. Instead, she said she was impressed by and
proud of her Church for its commitment to keeping
children safe.
As a bishop, I was heartened to hear her words, especially
when we in the Catholic Church are this year marking the
20th anniversary of the Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People. Known as the Charter,
this document sets out a mandated blueprint for
dioceses to follow to create a safe environment for
children and vulnerable adults in our churches, schools
and ac vi es.
My friend, like all other volunteers who work with minors
and vulnerable adults in the Catholic Church, had to
submit to a criminal background check. She also created
an account with the parish administrator of a na onal
training program that combats child sexual abuse. She
then took the training class, followed by a class on
mandated repor ng of child abuse or neglect required
by the Illinois Department of Children and Family
Services (DCFS). She also was required to read the
Diocese of Joliet’s policy regarding sexual abuse of
minors and vulnerable adults, in addi on to the diocesan
standards of behavior for those working with minors and
vulnerable adults. She signed and dated forms sta ng
she had read these policies and standards. She also ﬁlled
out a volunteer applica on.

Dioceses also report the allega on to these agencies,
and oﬀer the help of a vic m assistance coordinator to
the individual who suﬀered the abuse. The vic m
assistance coordinator listens to, aﬃrms and connects
the individual with the appropriate services. This same
pastoral care is oﬀered when the alleged abuser is
deceased.
Dioceses then undertake an inves ga on into the
abuse allega on. The same inves ga ve process is
followed when the accused priest or deacon is deceased
or already listed on the diocesan list of credible allegaons of sexual misconduct with minors. If the priest or
deacon is in ac ve ministry, he is removed while the
inves ga on is ongoing and advised of his right to
counsel. If public authori es conduct a criminal inves ga on against the cleric, the diocese defers its own
inves ga on un l that public inquiry is concluded, and
cooperates fully with civil authori es.
Following the diocesan inves ga on, allega ons
against clergy not on the diocesan public list go
before the diocesan review board. The Charter requires
this panel to be composed of a majority of lay people
not employed by the diocese and to include a pastor
and a person with exper se in the treatment of minors
who have been sexually abused.
The review board advises the bishop in his assessment of the allega ons and the cleric’s suitability for
ministry. Priests or deacons determined to have credible allega ons are permanently removed from ministry
and placed on the diocesan list, which is published on
the diocesan website. When the allega on is found to
be unsubstan ated, the cleric is returned to ac ve
ministry.

None of these steps is intended to discourage volunteers,
but the Catholic Church is commi ed to crea ng and
maintaining a safe environment for minors in all situaons. All diocesan clergy and employees follow thesame
process, with the addi on of reading monthly con nuing educa on materials.

The most recent report on the implementa on of the
Charter – dated May 2022 – shows the impact of the Catholic Church’s commitment to protec ng minors and vulnerable adults. The number of credible allega ons reported
against clergy na onwide has decreased from a high of
162 in the ﬁve-year period from 1970-1974 to four in 2021. I
encourage you to read the report at the following link:
www.usccb.org/oﬃces/child-and-youth-protec on/audits

The Charter also puts in place a transparent and suppor ve
process to receive and respond to allega ons of sexual
abuse by clergy of individuals when they were minors. The
Catholic Church takes seriously every allega on that is
brought forth, be it reported by an individual who suﬀered
abuse or a third party. The ﬁrst step is always the same:
All allega ons of abuse and/or neglect of minors are
encouraged to be reported to the state child welfare
agency – the DCFS hotline (1-800-25- ABUSE) here in Illinois
– and the local civil authori es.

Policies, procedures and data inform our vigilance against
abuse, yet we must always keep sight of the vic m/
survivors. Thankfully, no new credible allega ons have
surfaced during my me in the Diocese of Joliet, yet I hold
in my heart a mantra I learned while serving as vicar
general of the Archdiocese of Chicago: “Any decision
we make should be made as if the child were in the center
of the room."

MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 2022
6:00 PM - Diane Main req. Bob Main & Family
TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2022
9:00 AM - Margaret LaLonde req. Julie Eisenberger
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2022
* PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE *
8:00 AM - Lilly M. Madonia req. Jim & June Burke
Ted & Eleanor Kolpa req. Jerry Kolpa
Anna Giannini req. Family
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2022
9:00 AM - Marco & Rosina Albian req. Albian Family
Suzanne Hironimus req. Roger & Judy Kovack
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2022
9:00 AM - Living Intention for Bob Hoffman req. St. Mary’s
St. Vincent de Paul Society
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2022
4:00 PM - Michael Doorhy req. Quealy Family
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2022
8:00 AM - Lilly Madonia req. Frank & Dianne Czopek
Dominick Galvan req. Diana Stadtler
10:00 AM - People of the Parish
12:00 PM - Florence Mayer req. Deacon Al & Carol Agurkis
6:00 PM - Michael Guereca Jr. req. Shepler Family

The following persons have requested prayers
from our parish community:
Edward Kus
Jeff Kornack
Emily Torres
John Azzarello
George Metzger
Beth Smith
Delphine Gage
Rudolf Spacal

Ramonito Crudo
Bob Main
Henry Torres
Nicole Moyer
Ann P.
Mary Pat Motsinger
Susan Conrad

Spencer Mehr
Lois Bach
Baby Adalyn Harres
Baby Jack Massura
Michael Kern
Charles Zezulak Sr.
Sharon Kling

In Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy to the family of
Barbara Saunders, sister of Mary Signer

A Warm Welcome
We welcome:
Christian & Meghan Brown
Wayne & Debra Cuchna
Bradley Hagan
Patrick & Ellen O’Brien
who registered at St. Mary of Gostyn
Parish recently.

Pray for our Military
Let us pray for all of our military
personnel, especially the men and
women of our parish who are serving
in harm’s way:
Kevin Braasch
Michael Martel
Natalya Brechlin
John Svoboda
Christopher Fountain
Nathan Kijowski
Zachary Frana
Fr. Keith Wolfe
Jack Culligan

Kyle Ng
Joe McSweeney
Kevin Hanlon
Brendan Vrtis
Ben Gartlan
Kathleen Halloran
Peter Gartlan
Isabella Czopek

CHANGE IN DAILY MASS TIMES
BEGINNING ON AUGUST 31, 2022
Monday: 6:00 PM
Tuesday: 9:00 AM
Wednesdays: when school is in session: 8:00 AM
Wednesdays: when school is NOT in session: 9:00 AM
Thursdays: 9:00 AM
Fridays: 9:00 AM
Please make a note to check the weekly Bulle n for
Daily Mass mes. Thank You.

Our 5K Race and Fun Run was a Huge Success!
Our thanks to the Race Committee Members:
Lisa Kemper, Race Chair
Megan Daniels
Kimberly Enriquez
Thu Heintz
Tara Krantz
Juli Majchrzak
Brittany Thiele
Thank you too to the many other volunteers who helped in so many ways to make this event a
success. The list is quite long and we thank you all!
Map Distributors to our Neighbors
Packet Picket Up Team
Set Up and Clean Up Crews
Marshals and Race Monitors

A CALL FOR CATECHISTS
Who Makes a Good Catechist?
•

A person of faith who wants to share it.

•

Someone willing to work with children, or middle schoolers.

•

An adult age 18 and up.

•

Any adult passionate about his/her faith.

•

A man or a woman.

•

A person willing to follow a catechist guide with easy lesson plans.

Can you see yourself in this description? So many times we think we have to rely on the parents of the
children in the program. Did you know that a vast amount of our catechists are not parents from our RE
families? Many are parents, but not all.
Consider how you can participate. It’s all about sharing what you have been
given by someone else. Training is available and encouraged.
We’re praying for you to consider this opportunity.
Please contact the RE office at 630-960-3566 for more information
or visit: https://stmarygostyn.org/religious-education/volunteering/

Children’s Liturgy
of the Word
Our Children's Liturgy of the Word has always been a wella ended program for our youngest children in the Parish. This
year, we will have the Children's Liturgy of the Word during our
10:00 Masses most Sundays, if we get enough
volunteers to support the program. We currently are in
need of adults to lead this ministry. Please prayerfully consider
how you can help. Contact our Religious Educa on oﬃce for more
informa on.

Mark Your
Calendar
Children’s Liturgy of the Word begins
September 11th at the 10AM Mass.
Additional dates scheduled are:
9/25
10/9 & 10/23
11/13 & 11/27
12/11

Attention SMG Families!
On Monday September 5th and 12th, join Cub Scout Pack 89 for

Cruisin’ on Cass Car Show
in the parking lot of Q Bar in Darien (8109 S. Cass Ave.) 5–8 PM
The Pack will be providing hot dogs, chips, and lemonade.
100% of the proceeds go to Pack 89.
We would love to see as many SMG families at the car show as possible for a fun evening out and to
help support the Cub Scout Pack at SMG.
Please reach out to the following individuals with any questions and thank you in advance for your
support of Cub Scouts!
Brian Kirkendall – bkirkend@gmail.com

Joe O’Connor – oconnorjp@yahoo.com

Important Numbers to Know
Parish & Religious Education Offices - 630.969.1063
Deacon Al, Deacon Bob & Deacon Steve - 630.737.9626
School Office - 630.968.6155
St. Vincent de Paul Society - 630.969.1068

NEW PARISHIONERS: We are happy to welcome new members to our community, and encourage
you to register either in person at the Parish Office, or register online through our website,
www.stmarygostyn.org.
BAPTISMS: St. Mary of Gostyn offers baptismal preparation sessions on a monthly basis. If this is
your first child, you will need to participate in a baptismal preparation session before you can
receive a date for your baby’s Baptism.
Parents are the first and primary educators in the practice of the Faith. Godparents play an important role in the faith life of your child. While considering godparents for your child, be aware that
at least one must be a baptized and confirmed Catholic who is active in his/her faith. Please call the
parish office at 630-969-1063 to register for a preparation class and to schedule a baptismal date.
BECOMING A CATHOLIC: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process of welcoming and preparing adults for the Sacraments of Initiation - Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation - for
full membership in the Catholic Church. Unbaptized adults, adults baptized in another Christian
faith, and baptized Catholics with little or no formal religious education are invited to participate.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
SACRAMENT of ANOINTING: Due to Covid restrictions, you will need to make arrangements by
contacting the parish office.
FUNERALS: Arrangements are usually made by the Funeral Home or by a family member. A
member of our Funeral Liturgy Planning team will meet with you to plan the Funeral Liturgy.
Eulogies can be given at the Wake Service, Interment at the Cemetery or at the Funeral Luncheon,
but not at the Mass of Christian Burial.
MARRIAGES: Arrangements should be made at least six months in advance to provide ample time
for preparation of this sacrament.
ROSARY GROUPS: Monday evenings at 6:30 PM and Tuesday evenings at 6:00 PM in the Parish
Center chapel.
RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard Saturday, 8:30 to 9:30 AM in church. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is also available by appointment. Please call the Parish Office (630-969-1063) to
arrange to have your confession heard by a priest.
ANNULMENTS: We are available to help anyone who is in need of information about how to apply
for an annulment. Please contact the Parish Office at (630)969-1063.

