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Bishop Hicks' Column
July 2022 | A life centered
on Christ promotes unity
Towards the end of June, about 220 bishops from the
United States gathered in the Diocese of San Diego for a
special assembly. Instead of attending to the usual topics
of business and governance, we focused on prayer,
conversation and discernment. This convocation
centered on the theme of “Episcopal Fraternity and
Communio.” In other words, we discussed how bishops
might move away from public division and polarization
and instead lead, shepherd and relate to each other with
mutual respect in a spirit of “togetherness.”
As I participated in this gathering, I could not help but
think that the theme fit well into my vision for our
diocese: Catechesis, Evangelization and Faith into
Action. Let me share with you some connections I made.
Catechesis: Catechesis invites us to know something
ABOUT Jesus and the teachings of our Church.
Therefore, our presenter, Archbishop Anthony Fischer,
OP, from Sydney, Australia, helped us grow in
knowledge as he took us on an in-depth journey
through Scripture and pointed out that for over 2,000
years, there has alwaysbeen tension and disagreement in
our Church.
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He asked us to reflect on what has kept the Church
together all these years despite our internal and external
discord: Namely, we are a church centered on
Christ, bonded in love for God and neighbor and
guided by the Holy Spirit. We are also a church at its
best when we actively practice synodality – that is,
truly listening to each other and to the promptings of the
Holy Spirit.
Evangelization: Evangelization motivates us to know
and love Jesus and have a true encounter with him.
During this gathering, we had the opportunity to do just
that in extended periods of prayer together, including
daily Mass, Liturgy of the Hours, the sacrament of
penance, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction. We were reminded that it is only by praying
with each other that we may be more united in the
heart of Christ instead of viewing each other as strangers
simply working for the same company.
During this time of growing in mutual love for the
Lord, we also had some fun moments together. For

Example, one evening we all were invited to watch
the recently released movie, “Father Stu.” Going out to
the cinema or getting together to view a livestreamed
film is a normal thing that friends do in our society,
and it was wonderful to watch a movie with my fellow
bishops.
Faith into Action: This step recognizes that once we
know about Jesus and truly love him, we will be
propelled to put our faith into action. During this
convocation, we were not just preached at, but we
also all gathered daily in small, random groups to
practice, synodality and truly listen to each other on a
variety of topics. We tried to listen with respect and
without judgment. These settings provided a needed
opportunity for dialogue and collaboration. Also, on a
personal note, I got to put faces to names of many
bishops that I talked to for the first time since being
ordained a bishop in 2018.
Perhaps the highlight of this convocation for me was
when we all boarded buses one late afternoon and
journeyed to the Catholic parish located at the
southernmost border of the diocese. Together we
celebrated Mass, joined by Archbishop Francisco
Moreno Barrón of Tijuana, Mexico. From our seats, we
had a firsthand view of the border that separates San
Diego and Tijuana. As we gazed at the stark contrast
between the two countries, we were reminded
repeatedly by our presider, Archbishop José Gomez of
Los Angeles, to pray in solidarity with and for
immigrants, the poor and the marginalized.
As we departed to return to our own dioceses, there
was a general consensus of profound gratitude for our
time together. It is good for bishops to remember – as
well as our entire Church – that our baptism forms us
in Christ, and we are strengthened by the Eucharist to
live as one body, the Church. We might have
differences of opinions on many topics, yet if Christ is
truly at the center of our lives, then our ultimate goal
and desire is to see the face of Christ in everyone we
meet.
While there will always be things that cause tension
and division, my hope is that we can never forget that
as the Catholic Church, we belong to God and to each
other. In other words, “How good and how pleasant it
is, when brothers and sisters dwell together as one!”

Ecce quam bonum et quam iucundum habitare fratres
in unum! (Psalm 133:1)

MONDAY, JULY 11, 2022
6:00 PM - Fr. Daniel Hessling req. St. Mary Parish & Staff
Fr. Jim Lennon req. St. Mary Parish & Staff
TUESDAY, JULY 12, 2022
9:00 AM - Special Intention req. Spencer Family
WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 2022
9:00 AM - Frank Connery req. Mary & Jerry Stapleton
THURSDAY, JULY 14, 2022
9:00 AM - Kay Selfridge req. Family
Bridget Drobney req. Drobney Family
FRIDAY, JULY 15, 2022
9:00 AM - Bob Noonan req. Pat Metzger-Noonan
Tom Gowgiel req. Sue Gowgiel
SATURDAY, JULY 16, 2022
4:00 PM - People of the Parish
SUNDAY, JULY 17, 2022
8:00 AM - Helen Davy req. Jim & Diane Massura
Peter Hizon req. Ron & Mary Buchler
10:00 AM - Roger Kist req. Denise Kist
12:00 PM - Jane Martini req. Family
6:00 PM - George Durante req. Matt & Roseann Culligan

The following persons have requested prayers
from our parish community:
Charlene Oliver
Rudolph Spacal
George Hejny
Elenor Feld
Don Feld

Ann Plonka
Hugh Toner
Susan Conrad
Steven Calandriello
Terry Alexa

Spencer Mehr
Lois Bach
Beth Smith
Debbie Crince
Baby Jack Massura

In Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy to the families of
John William Dalle Molle
Ann Plonka

ST VINCENT DEPAUL FOOD PANTRY JUNE UPDATE
June has blessed the pantry with some new
volunteers. SVDP is grateful to the new
volunteers who will serve patrons with
assistance from the donations of St. Mary’s
parishioners. Summer finds the food pantry
shelves a little emptier than usual. With no
food drives in the near future, the pantry will be relying on
the donations from St. Mary’s parishioners. SVDP is thankful for the monthly support from our regular donors and
hope some new donors will come forward. If you are able
to pick up and drop off the needed items listed below you
will be instrumental in our mission to help local families.
This month St Mary’s Food Pantry served 339 individuals
within 124 families to bring the yearly totals to 1538
individuals within 585 families.

A Warm Welcome
We welcome:

Michael & Anna Borsellino
Michael & Brittany MacRitchie
Randall & Melissa Wostratzky

who registered at St. Mary of Gostyn
Parish recently.

Most needed items are tuna, canned fruit, canned pasta,
canned meat products, & regular size bottles of dish
detergent. Empty egg cartons are also needed to assist the
pantry in distributing eggs that are received from food
rescue. The cartons can be placed in the donation barrels
or dropped off at the pantry.
PANTRY DONATIONS ARE ACCEPTED ON
WEDNESDAYS FROM 8:00 - 11:00 A.M. OR USE THE
FOOD BARRELS IN CHURCH.

Thank you to all our friends of the pantry.
Psalm 112:5: Good will come to those who are generous
and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.

Shoppers: You can donate to St. Mary's SVDP Conference
at no cost to you by going to smile.amazon.com and selecting St. Vincent de Paul - St. Mary of Gostyn. A percentage
of your purchase is automatically donated to SVDP with
every Amazon order you place. Thank you for your
support!

Stewardship Report June 2022
Month

Actual

Budget

Variance

Envelopes

$88,470.90

$67,200.00

$21,270.90

Online

$45,292.54

$44,800.00

$492.54

$133,763.44

$112,000.00

$21,763.44

Total

Year To Date

Actual

Budget

Variance

Envelopes

$954,965.59

$848,400.00

$106,565.59

Online

$545,355.79

$565,600.00

($20,244.21)

$1,500,321.38

$1,414,000.00

$86,321.38

Total

Please prayerfully consider giving to our
parish community online as it does benefit
our parish in many important ways.
I T ’ S S A F E . I T ’ S SI M P L E . I T ’ S C O N V E N I E N T .

Donate today using your debit, credit card,

By WeShare

checking, or savings account.
1. Visit https://stmarygostyn.churchgiving.com
2. Click on the collection you wish to donate to.
3. Click Recurring Donation,enter your donation amount
and frequency.

BANK

Important Numbers to Know
Parish & Religious Education Offices - 630.969.1063
Deacon Al & Deacon Bob - 630.737.9626
School Office - 630.968.6155
St. Vincent de Paul Society - 630.969.1068

NEW PARISHIONERS: We are happy to welcome new members to our community, and encourage
you to register either in person at the Parish Office, or register online through our website,
www.stmarygostyn.org.
BAPTISMS: St. Mary of Gostyn offers baptismal preparation sessions on a monthly basis. If this is
your first child, you will need to participate in a baptismal preparation session before you can
receive a date for your baby’s Baptism.
Parents are the first and primary educators in the practice of the Faith. Godparents play an important role in the faith life of your child. While considering godparents for your child, be aware that
at least one must be a baptized and confirmed Catholic who is active in his/her faith. Please call the
parish office at 630-969-1063 to register for a preparation class and to schedule a baptismal date.
BECOMING A CATHOLIC: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process of welcoming and preparing adults for the Sacraments of Initiation - Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation - for
full membership in the Catholic Church. Unbaptized adults, adults baptized in another Christian
faith, and baptized Catholics with little or no formal religious education are invited to participate.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
SACRAMENT of ANOINTING: Due to Covid restrictions, you will need to make arrangements by
contacting the parish office.
FUNERALS: Arrangements are usually made by the Funeral Home or by a family member. A
member of our Funeral Liturgy Planning team will meet with you to plan the Funeral Liturgy.
Eulogies are be given at the Wake Service, Interment at the Cemetery or at the Funeral Luncheon,
but not at the Mass of Christian Burial.
MARRIAGES: Arrangements should be made at least six months in advance to provide ample time
for preparation of this sacrament.
ROSARY GROUPS: Monday evenings at 6:30 PM and Tuesday evenings at 6:00 PM in the Parish
Center chapel.
RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard Saturday, 8:30 to 9:30 AM in church. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is also available by appointment. Please call the Parish Office (630-969-1063) to
arrange to have your confession heard by a priest.
ANNULMENTS: We are available to help anyone who is in need of information about how to apply
for an annulment. Please contact the Parish Office at (630)969-1063.

