St. Mary of Gostyn Catholic Church
July 24, 2022

SUNDAY READINGS
Seventeenth Sunday
In Ordinary Time

The Jews were remarkable memorizers. If the
words of the Our Father are different in Matthew (6:913) and Luke (11:2-4), it is not by mistake. It means
that when Jesus was asked to “teach us to pray” he
did not intend to give us the “right words” to say to
God. Nor did he teach a method of prayer, such as
meditation. What Jesus taught was the foundation of
all prayer, the one thing that makes us able to grow in
prayer: he taught us a set of priorities.
The secret of Jesus’ own prayer was not in the
words he said or the method he used. It was in the
priorities of his heart. The Our Father reveals to us the
priorities of Jesus’ own heart, and he tells us, “If you

want to pray like me, desire like me. Let my priorities
be your own.”
What priorities does the Our Father reveal?
The very first desire Jesus expresses in this prayer was
the burning desire of his life: the desire that the Father
be known and loved, appreciated and enjoyed for
what he really is. This is what Jesus lived and
breathed for; it was the reason he came to earth.

“Hallowed be thy name.”

His second all-consuming desire was “Your
kingdom come!” he wanted to see all of creation

brought into harmony with God’s will and so into
harmony with itself (see Ephesians 1:9-10). Father
Raymond Brown explains the whole Our Father as a
prayer for the coming of the Kingdom, a looking
forward with desire to the final accomplishment of
everything Christ came to do. (He says that “daily
bread” is better translated as “bread of tomorrow,”
meaning the bread of the heavenly banquet;
reference and explanation are given in my book,
Make Me a Sabbath of Your Heart, p. 109.)
Do you want to know how far you have
grown into identification with Christ? Into conformity
with his heart? Ask yourself if now, at this stage in
your life, you can say that the one thing you want
more than anything else—for yourself, for your family,
for the world—is just that everyone should know and

love God (hallowed be...) and that his kingdom, his
life-giving rule, should be established over every area
and activity of human life, including your own (thy
kingdom...thy will...). Do you long for complete,
irreversible union with Jesus Christ (Give us...bread)?
For total reconciliation with him and with anyone else
from whom you are in the slightest way estranged
(forgive us...)? Is the one thing you want to avoid more
than anything else separation from God through sin
(and lead us not...)? If you can identify with these
desires, you are experiencing the growth that has
taken place in you since your Baptism—and it is a
growth into your Baptism. It is growth into that
identification with Jesus Christ that was given to you in
Baptism. What Baptism gives is new life (and our
identification with Jesus is a sharing in his life).
Therefore, like birth, Baptism is not an end but a
beginning. It gives life and launches us into growth
toward the fullness of life. Baptism makes us one with
Jesus and launches us toward perfect union of mind
and will and heart with him. The Our Father expresses
what this perfect union is. When our hearts are in
perfect conformity with the priority of desires
expressed in this prayer, we will be able to pray like
Jesus because we will be in perfect conformity with
his heart.
To live our Baptism, then, is to grow into
perfect conformity with the desires of Jesus Christ. And
his desires are expressed in a prayer for the perfect
accomplishment of his mission. We grow into our
Baptism as we grow into total identification with the
mission of Jesus Christ on earth. Our life is mission.
His mission is our life. To be Jesus is to be Church. To
be Church is to be sent. Baptism is a sending.
Author Unknown

MONDAY, JULY 25, 2022
6:00 PM - Paul Dietzler req. St. Mary Parish & Staff
TUESDAY, JULY 26, 2022
9:00 AM - Judy Julian req. Joanne Rodi
WEDNESDAY, JULY 27, 2022
9:00 AM - Donald Klucken req. John & Kathy Tully
THURSDAY, JULY 28, 2022
9:00 AM - Jim & Margaret Shannon req. Mike & Mary
Signer
Rosalie Proffitt req. Cathy & Lou Prochazka

The following persons have requested prayers
from our parish community:
Charlene Oliver
Rudolph Spacal
George Hejny
Elenor Feld
Nicole Moyer
Delphine Gage
Robert Truby Sr.
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FRIDAY, JULY 29, 2022
9:00 AM - Frank Acquavella req. Joyce Duffy
SATURDAY, JULY 30, 2022
4:00 PM - Fran Belcastro req. Graczyk Family
James Jaros req. Czekaj Family
SUNDAY, JULY 31, 2022
8:00 AM - Jacques Christiaens req. Szela Family
10:00 AM - People of the Parish
12:00 PM - Mark Smego req. Deacon Bob & Donna
Miciunas
Carmela Martini req. Deacon Al & Carol Agurkis
6:00 PM - Ralph Vilalovos Jr. req. Diane McGovern

2022 –2023
RE Registration

Susan Conrad
Terry Alexa
John Sommer
Garry Kornack
Sharon Kling
Mary Pat Motsinger
Kathy Ranft

F

Spencer Mehr
Lois Bach
Beth Smith
Baby Jack Massura
Charles Zezulak Sr.
Mary Flynn

C

Who Makes a Good Catechist?
•

A person of faith who wants to share it.

•

Someone willing to work with children, or
5middle schoolers.

•

An adult age 18 and up.

•

Any adult passionate about his/her faith.

•

A man or a woman.

•

A person willing to follow a catechist guide with
easy lesson plans.

Can you see yourself in this description? So many times
we think we have to rely on the parents of the children in
the program. Did you know that a vast amount of our
catechists are not parents from our RE families? Many
are parents, but not all.

Now Open to All Parish Families

Consider how you can participate. It’s all about sharing
what you have been given by someone else. Training is
available and encouraged. We’re praying for you to
consider this opportunity.

For more information,
please visit the SMG website:

Please contact the RE office at 630-960-3566
for more information or visit:
https://stmarygostyn.org/religious-education/
volunteering/

https://stmarygostyn.org/
religious-education/re-registration/

h ps://runsignup.com/Race/IL/DownersGrove/SMG5K1MileRace

Sponsorship Opportuni es S ll Available
h ps://stmarygostyn.org/adult-faith-forma on/5k-race-1-mile-fun-run/

Important Numbers to Know
Parish & Religious Education Offices - 630.969.1063
Deacon Al, Deacon Bob & Deacon Steve - 630.737.9626
School Office - 630.968.6155
St. Vincent de Paul Society - 630.969.1068

NEW PARISHIONERS: We are happy to welcome new members to our community, and encourage
you to register either in person at the Parish Office, or register online through our website,
www.stmarygostyn.org.
BAPTISMS: St. Mary of Gostyn offers baptismal preparation sessions on a monthly basis. If this is
your first child, you will need to participate in a baptismal preparation session before you can
receive a date for your baby’s Baptism.
Parents are the first and primary educators in the practice of the Faith. Godparents play an important role in the faith life of your child. While considering godparents for your child, be aware that
at least one must be a baptized and confirmed Catholic who is active in his/her faith. Please call the
parish office at 630-969-1063 to register for a preparation class and to schedule a baptismal date.
BECOMING A CATHOLIC: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process of welcoming and preparing adults for the Sacraments of Initiation - Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation - for
full membership in the Catholic Church. Unbaptized adults, adults baptized in another Christian
faith, and baptized Catholics with little or no formal religious education are invited to participate.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
SACRAMENT of ANOINTING: Due to Covid restrictions, you will need to make arrangements by
contacting the parish office.
FUNERALS: Arrangements are usually made by the Funeral Home or by a family member. A
member of our Funeral Liturgy Planning team will meet with you to plan the Funeral Liturgy.
Eulogies can be given at the Wake Service, Interment at the Cemetery or at the Funeral Luncheon,
but not at the Mass of Christian Burial.
MARRIAGES: Arrangements should be made at least six months in advance to provide ample time
for preparation of this sacrament.
ROSARY GROUPS: Monday evenings at 6:30 PM and Tuesday evenings at 6:00 PM in the Parish
Center chapel.
RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard Saturday, 8:30 to 9:30 AM in church. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is also available by appointment. Please call the Parish Office (630-969-1063) to
arrange to have your confession heard by a priest.
ANNULMENTS: We are available to help anyone who is in need of information about how to apply
for an annulment. Please contact the Parish Office at (630)969-1063.

