Twenty-fourth Sunday
In Ordinary Time
FOCUS: Now we must celebrate and rejoice.
In many parts of our na on, almost weekly, we
hear of a runaway child. Someone, who for whatever
reason, has le the warm conﬁnes of home to seek
another way of life. Of course, some homes may not be
the best and the child is seeking a be er or safer way of
living.
However, there are mes, and perhaps we have
all heard of them on television, on the radio, or in the
newspaper, when good children leave good homes to
set oﬀ by themselves. We have heard anguished parents
asking that their child return home safe and sound; no
ques ons asked.
We can only imagine how the father, portrayed
in today's Gospel, must have felt. His younger son had
basically told him, I'd prefer you to be dead; so give me
my share of the inheritance. And oﬀ he went.
Finally, as Luke records, the son, coming to his
senses, decided that things were not so bad back at
home. He decided to go home where, hopefully, he
could at least get a warm meal and a good place to
sleep, even if he would be treated as one of the hired
workers.
Yet, when he came into view, the father would
not have any of that. He said, as we heard so poignantly
a few moments ago, quickly bring the ﬁnest robe and
put it on him; put a ring on his ﬁnger and sandals on his
feet. Take the fa ened calf and slaughter it. Then let us
celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was
dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has
been found.
Just as in the ﬁrst two parables today, of the lost
sheep and the lost coin, Jesus provides us with the
wherewithal to come celebrate. Celebrate what was lost
and now is found! Celebrate the joy that we have when,
as the father tells the older son, we must celebrate and
rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to
life again; he was lost and has been found.
Most commentators indicate that this parable is
about the total acceptance of the father toward his son,
a gi of complete forgiveness. We are invited to look at

the Sacrament of Reconcilia on, in such a way as to draw
closer to our Heavenly Father and realize that God is
present for us in the sacrament so that we might be
reconciled to him: with total forgiveness and acceptance.
That's what happens in the Sacrament of
Reconcilia on. Our Heavenly Father rejoices that a
sinner, not necessarily a big sinner, has returned to his
home. The Gospel message of the father to the younger
son is echoed again: now we must celebrate and rejoice.
So, we are called to do just that.
In prayer we ask God to assist us in our journey
to him. May He call us to be closer to him. May we
rejoice, with all the heavenly hosts, as we return to the
Father's grace. We do not have to be big sinners, but
through our faith in the Sacrament of Reconcilia on we
con nue our closer walk with God. May God bless us and
keep us close to Him, all the days of our lives!

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2022
*PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE DUE TO MISSION
9:00 AM - Barbara Saunders req. Esther Byrne
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2022
9:00 AM - Living Intention for Fr. Tom Paul req. The
Breakfast Club
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2022 * NOTE TIME CHANGE
8:00 AM - Betty Borvan req. Ron & Mary Buchler
Living Intention for Maggie Zahara req. Calistro
Family
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2022
9:00 AM - Bridie Downey req. Albian Family
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2022
9:00 AM - Living Intention for Bob Truby req. Charlotte
Sholeen
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2022
Wedding
2:00 PM - Nicole Basso & Daniel Furlan
4:00 PM - Joseph & Mary Kowalkowski req. Mary Ann
Kowalkowski
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2022
8:00 AM - Howard Switalla req. Charles Golly Family
10:00 AM - George Durante req. Deacon Steve & Therese
DeSitter
12:00 PM - John Supple req. Tara-Rose Groberski
Kay Selfridge req. Family
6:00 PM - People of the Parish

PADS Drive-By Gift-Card Drive
Friday, September 16th
5:00-6:00PM SMG Parking Lot
Please help support the homeless in our
community. The most needed gift cards
are from Walmart, CVS and Walgreens,
as well as ALDI, Jewel, and gas cards. In
addition, Ross Stores (Dress for Less) and
Dollar Tree are both located across
Butterfield Road from the newest PADS Interim Housing
Center. Amounts of $10, $20 and $30 are most appreciated. Thank you for helping those in need.

The following persons have requested prayers
from our parish community:
Emily Torres
John Azzarello
George Metzger
Beth Smith
Delphine Gage
Rudolf Spacal
Hugh Toner
Megan McClellan

Henry Torres
Nicole Moyer
Ann P.
Mary Pat Motsinger
Susan Conrad
Garrry Kornack
Jeff Kornack

Spencer Mehr
Lois Bach
Michael Kern
Charles Zezulak Sr.
Sharon Kling
Barb Wysocki
Aleena Truby

In Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy to the families of
Tony Hatley, husband of Mary Lou Hatley, teacher

in our school
Cecile Hughes
Fr. Alphonse F. Micka

A Warm Welcome
We welcome:
Jeffrey & Stacy Lind
Richard & Rita Saalfeld
Ryan & Malena Trumpeter
who registered at St. Mary of Gostyn
Parish recently.

GRIEF SUPPORT TEAM
….“And Jesus wept”

John 11:35

Jesus’ friend Lazarus died, and because of
his grief, Jesus wept.
If you have lost a loved one and you are experiencing the
pain of loss and grief, please join the Grief Support Team at
St. Mary of Gostyn to share with us and others who have
experienced the grief and pain you are now feeling.
Grief Support Group starts meeting on
Thursday, October 6th from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM
in the Parish Center. Please note change in time.
We will be meeting every Thursday for 6 weeks.
Call the Parish Center (630) 969–1063 to register
or if you need additional information.

St Vincent DePaul Food Pantry August Update
August was a busy month for the pantry. A very special thank you goes out to the Religious Education
families that participated in a weeklong food drive. Their contributions helped stock our shelves along
with our regular donors. Once again we need the help of parishioners to fill our shelves, as many of
our standard items are depleted. If you are able to pick up and drop off the needed items listed below
you will be instrumental in our mission to help local families.
This month St Mary’s Food Pantry served 379 individuals within 131 families to bring the yearly totals
to 2158 individuals within 805 families.
Most needed items are canned vegetables and fruits, canned pork and beans, canned pasta sauce
and canned vegetable soup
PANTRY DONATIONS ARE ACCEPTED ON WEDNESDAYS FROM 8:00 - 11:00 AM OR USE
THE FOOD BARRELS IN CHURCH

Thank you to all our friends of the pantry.
Psalm 41:1: Blessed is the one who considers the poor! In the day of trouble the Lord delivers him.

Shoppers: You can donate to St. Mary's SVDP Conference at no cost to you by going to smile.amazon.com and selecting
St. Vincent de Paul - St. Mary of Gostyn. A percentage of your purchase is automatically donated to SVDP with every
Amazon order you place. Thank you for your support!

A CALL FOR CATECHISTS
Who Makes a Good Catechist?
•

A person of faith who wants to share it.

•

Someone willing to work with children, or middle schoolers.

•

An adult age 18 and up.

•

Any adult passionate about his/her faith.

•

A man or a woman.

•

A person willing to follow a catechist guide with easy lesson plans.

I am currently looking for: 7th grade Catechists on Wednesdays at 4:30 & 6:30 PM
and 3rd & 8th grade Catechists on Thursdays at 4:30 PM
Can you see yourself in this description? So many times we think we have to rely on the parents of the
children in the program. Did you know that a vast amount of our catechists are not parents from our
RE families? Many are parents, but not all.
Consider how you can participate. It’s all about sharing what you have been
given by someone else. Training is available and encouraged.
We’re praying for you to consider this opportunity.
Please contact the RE office at 630-960-3566 for more information
or visit: https://stmarygostyn.org/religious-education/volunteering/

Important Numbers to Know
Parish & Religious Education Offices - 630.969.1063
Deacon Al, Deacon Bob & Deacon Steve - 630.737.9626
School Office - 630.968.6155
St. Vincent de Paul Society - 630.969.1068

NEW PARISHIONERS: We are happy to welcome new members to our community, and encourage
you to register either in person at the Parish Office, or register online through our website,
www.stmarygostyn.org.
BAPTISMS: St. Mary of Gostyn offers baptismal preparation sessions on a monthly basis. If this is
your first child, you will need to participate in a baptismal preparation session before you can
receive a date for your baby’s Baptism.
Parents are the first and primary educators in the practice of the Faith. Godparents play an important role in the faith life of your child. While considering godparents for your child, be aware that
at least one must be a baptized and confirmed Catholic who is active in his/her faith. Please call the
parish office at 630-969-1063 to register for a preparation class and to schedule a baptismal date.
BECOMING A CATHOLIC: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process of welcoming and preparing adults for the Sacraments of Initiation - Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation - for
full membership in the Catholic Church. Unbaptized adults, adults baptized in another Christian
faith, and baptized Catholics with little or no formal religious education are invited to participate.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
SACRAMENT of ANOINTING: Due to Covid restrictions, you will need to make arrangements by
contacting the parish office.
FUNERALS: Arrangements are usually made by the Funeral Home or by a family member. A
member of our Funeral Liturgy Planning team will meet with you to plan the Funeral Liturgy.
Eulogies can be given at the Wake Service, Interment at the Cemetery or at the Funeral Luncheon,
but not at the Mass of Christian Burial.
MARRIAGES: Arrangements should be made at least six months in advance to provide ample time
for preparation of this sacrament.
ROSARY GROUPS: Monday evenings at 6:30 PM and Tuesday evenings at 6:00 PM in the Parish
Center chapel.
RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard Saturday, 8:30 to 9:30 AM in church. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is also available by appointment. Please call the Parish Office (630-969-1063) to
arrange to have your confession heard by a priest.
ANNULMENTS: We are available to help anyone who is in need of information about how to apply
for an annulment. Please contact the Parish Office at (630)969-1063.

