St. Mary of Gostyn Catholic Church
September 4, 2022

Twenty-third Sunday
In Ordinary Time

ST. TERESA BENEDICTA
OF THE CROSS
(EDITH STEIN)

Today’s readings make very clear
the demands that will be made of
those wan ng to be called disciples of
Christ. We must be prepared to give
our all to Him. But in the end, the life
of discipleship — the stewardship way
of life — is the only life that can truly
sa sfy.
In the Gospel passage from Luke,
Christ says, “If anyone comes to me
without ha ng his father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his
own life, he cannot be my disciple.” Our Lord is
speaking here not of emo ons but rather of priori es.
He must come ﬁrst in all aspects of our lives. Period.
He goes on. “Whoever does not carry his own cross
and come a er me cannot be my disciple.” In other
words, it’s all or nothing. Compromise is simply not
possible. Christ wants us to give all of ourselves, all
aspects of our individual lives, our family life, our
parish over to Him and to the pursuit of His kingdom.
And just when we think our Lord might so en His
message to make it a li le more palatable, He goes
further! “Anyone of you who does not renounce all his
possessions cannot be my disciple.” Why is our Lord
being so demanding? Only because He knows us so
well and loves us so much.

Edith Stein was born in 1891 to a Jewish family living
in Breslau, Germany. From a very young age she was intellectually curious and loved to learn. She rejected her
family’s Jewish piety and even God because her
observa on was that people acted as though they did not
believe in God.
She was a brilliant university student and graduated
summa cum laude with a doctoral degree in philosophy.
She became the assistant to one of the most inﬂuen al
philosophers of the 20th century, Edmund Husserl, who
recognized and admired her intellectual gi s.
In 1921 Edith had a conversion experience. At age 30,
she began reading the autobiography of St. Teresa of Avila in a friend’s library and couldn’t put it down. “This is
the truth!” she exclaimed. She converted to Catholicism
and was bap zed on New Year’s Day, 1922.
Edith soon became well regarded as a Catholic philosopher and author.

He knows that if we do not live by pu ng Him ﬁrst
before all else, we will easily be swallowed up by the
earthly cares that weigh us down — our material
things, our status, and our egos. He knows these
things cannot sa sfy us. He knows this because He is
our Maker, and He made us for more.

Edith was passionate about her teaching, wri ng and
lectures, but she yearned for a deeper rela onship with
God. In 1933 she entered religious forma on in the
Carmelite community at Cologne, Germany and made her
ﬁnal vows on Easter Sunday 1935, taking the name Teresa Benedicta of the Cross.

We are made to be His disciples, to seek a er Him
and His Kingdom. Embracing stewardship as a way life
allows us to count the cost, and then run a er Him
with all our might.

As the persecu on of Jews in Germany intensiﬁed she
and her sister (also a convert to Catholicism)
eventually arrested and transported by ca le train to
Auschwitz, where they perished in a gas chamber on August 9, 1942.

— Stewardship Reﬂec ons by Catholic Stewardship Consultants

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2022 - LABOR DAY MASS
* NOTE TIME CHANGE
9:00 AM - John Thomas req. Carolyn Richrath
Sandy Petruso req. Mary Schramm
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2022
9:00 AM - Mary Splawski req. Jim Splawski
Tim Landry req. Mike & Mary Signer
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2022 * NOTE TIME CHANGE
8:00 AM - Lilly M. Madonia req. Ron & Mary Buchler
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2022
9:00 AM - Sheryl Geiger req. Prochazka Family
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2022
9:00 AM - Alice Mary Mulkerrin req. Prochazka Family
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2022
4:00 PM - Kay Selfridge req. Family
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2022
8:00 AM - Carmela Martini req. Jim & Diane Massura
10:00 AM - Guy Warner req. Gerry & Carolyn Mueller
George Durante req. Gene & Blanca Adams
& Family
12:00 PM - People of the Parish
6:00 PM - John Hojnar req. Marilyn Seagraves

STREET CLOSURE SEPTEMBER 10
Our neighbors will be hosting a
block party on Saturday, September
10, which will impact parking on
the south side of the Church
that day. Wilson Avenue will
be closed between Douglas and
Fairview from 2:00 PM until 10:00 PM. We are sorry for
the inconvenience this may cause those who attend 4:00
PM Mass on the weekend. The street should be open for
parking for the Masses on that Sunday. Our south
entrance door will be open for walk-in attendees that day.

IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY,
MASS WILL BE AT 9:00 AM AND

OUR DAILY

THE PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5TH.

The following persons have requested prayers
from our parish community:
Jeff Kornack
Emily Torres
John Azzarello
George Metzger
Beth Smith
Delphine Gage
Rudolf Spacal
Hugh Toner

Ramonito Crudo
Bob Main
Henry Torres
Nicole Moyer
Ann P.
Mary Pat Motsinger
Susan Conrad

Spencer Mehr
Lois Bach
Baby Jack Massura
Michael Kern
Charles Zezulak Sr.
Sharon Kling
Barb Wysocki

In Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy to the families of
Larry Anderson
Fr. Robert Noesen
Maria de la Luz Ojeda

A Warm Welcome
We welcome:
Chip & Veronica Buckley
Charles & Frances Scott
who registered at St. Mary of Gostyn
Parish recently.

Baptism
St. Mary of Gostyn Parish Family welcomed
the following children to the Catholic Faith
through the Sacrament of Baptism recently:
Colette Lynn Connery,
Daughter of Paul & Nicole Connery
Giovanna Silvana DiVenere,
Daughter of Ralph & Rebekah DiVenere
Sofia Isabel Flores,
Daughter of Victor Flores & Isabel Sanchez
Hudson Cole Kangas,
Son of Mark & Megan Kangas
Michael Joseph Loiacono,
Son of Anthony & Nicolette Loiacono
Madison Rose Zamora,
Daughter of Jeff & Amanda Zamora

From the Operations Director
Dear SMG School Families,
I am so appreciative and inspired by the work of HSA and others to help with the neglected
playground. Seeing you rally and get this taken care of for your school is a testament to your
commitment and loyalty to SMG.
In my transition to this role, some things have fallen through the cracks and I appreciate you
bringing it to my attention and offering a solution. The two days before school started
reminded me of my time as a parent at All Saints Catholic Academy the year they opened
and the ground swell of parents preparing the school for their children. I was on the grounds
keeping crew and filled bag after bag of yard waste. I knew then what you demonstrated
these two days before the start of school, it takes a village.
I am so glad God has led me here to collaborate with all of you to ensure your children have
an excellent elementary school experience and see in action the servant leadership you
demonstrated. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. We will be the light.
Barbara Krawczyk

A CALL FOR CATECHISTS
Who Makes a Good Catechist?
•

A person of faith who wants to share it.

•

Someone willing to work with children, or middle schoolers.

•

An adult age 18 and up.

•

Any adult passionate about his/her faith.

•

A man or a woman.

•

A person willing to follow a catechist guide with easy lesson plans.

I am currently looking for 3rd, 7th and 8th grade teachers.
Can you see yourself in this description? So many times we think we have to rely on the parents of the
children in the program. Did you know that a vast amount of our catechists are not parents from our RE
families? Many are parents, but not all.
Consider how you can participate. It’s all about sharing what you have been
given by someone else. Training is available and encouraged.
We’re praying for you to consider this opportunity.
Please contact the RE office at 630-960-3566 for more information
or visit: https://stmarygostyn.org/religious-education/volunteering/

Children’s Liturgy
of the Word
Our Children's Liturgy of the Word has always been a wella ended program for our youngest children in the Parish. This
year, we will have the Children's Liturgy of the Word during our
10:00 Masses most Sundays, if we get enough
volunteers to support the program. We currently are in
need of adults to lead this ministry. Please prayerfully consider
how you can help. Contact our Religious Educa on oﬃce for more
informa on.

Mark Your
Calendar
Children’s Liturgy of the Word begins
September 11th at the 10AM Mass.
Additional dates scheduled are:
9/25
10/9 & 10/23
11/13 & 11/27
12/11

Attention SMG Families!
On Monday September 5th join Cub Scout Pack 89 for

Cruisin’ on Cass Car Show
in the parking lot of Q Bar in Darien (8109 S. Cass Ave.) 5–8 PM
The Pack will be providing hot dogs, chips, and lemonade.
100% of the proceeds go to Pack 89.
We would love to see as many SMG families at the car show as possible for a fun evening out and to
help support the Cub Scout Pack at SMG.
Please reach out to the following individuals with any questions and thank you in advance for your
support of Cub Scouts!
Brian Kirkendall – bkirkend@gmail.com

Joe O’Connor – oconnorjp@yahoo.com

Important Numbers to Know
Parish & Religious Education Offices - 630.969.1063
Deacon Al, Deacon Bob & Deacon Steve - 630.737.9626
School Office - 630.968.6155
St. Vincent de Paul Society - 630.969.1068

NEW PARISHIONERS: We are happy to welcome new members to our community, and encourage
you to register either in person at the Parish Office, or register online through our website,
www.stmarygostyn.org.
BAPTISMS: St. Mary of Gostyn offers baptismal preparation sessions on a monthly basis. If this is
your first child, you will need to participate in a baptismal preparation session before you can
receive a date for your baby’s Baptism.
Parents are the first and primary educators in the practice of the Faith. Godparents play an important role in the faith life of your child. While considering godparents for your child, be aware that
at least one must be a baptized and confirmed Catholic who is active in his/her faith. Please call the
parish office at 630-969-1063 to register for a preparation class and to schedule a baptismal date.
BECOMING A CATHOLIC: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process of welcoming and preparing adults for the Sacraments of Initiation - Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation - for
full membership in the Catholic Church. Unbaptized adults, adults baptized in another Christian
faith, and baptized Catholics with little or no formal religious education are invited to participate.
Please call the Parish Office for further information.
SACRAMENT of ANOINTING: Due to Covid restrictions, you will need to make arrangements by
contacting the parish office.
FUNERALS: Arrangements are usually made by the Funeral Home or by a family member. A
member of our Funeral Liturgy Planning team will meet with you to plan the Funeral Liturgy.
Eulogies can be given at the Wake Service, Interment at the Cemetery or at the Funeral Luncheon,
but not at the Mass of Christian Burial.
MARRIAGES: Arrangements should be made at least six months in advance to provide ample time
for preparation of this sacrament.
ROSARY GROUPS: Monday evenings at 6:30 PM and Tuesday evenings at 6:00 PM in the Parish
Center chapel.
RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard Saturday, 8:30 to 9:30 AM in church. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is also available by appointment. Please call the Parish Office (630-969-1063) to
arrange to have your confession heard by a priest.
ANNULMENTS: We are available to help anyone who is in need of information about how to apply
for an annulment. Please contact the Parish Office at (630)969-1063.

