St. Mary of Gostyn
445 Prairie Ave.
Downers Grove
WWW.STMARYGOSTYN.ORG
DIRECTORY
ST.MARY OF GOSTYN PARISH CENTER
630.969.1063
PASTOR FATHER JIM SCHWAB
PAROCHIAL VICAR
FATHER SHAUN CIESLIK
DEACONS
AL AGURKIS, BOB MICIUNAS
DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTOR
TERRI O’DEKIRK
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
KELLY JOHNSON

WEEKEND MASSES:
SATURDAY 4:00PM
SUNDAY 8:00AM, 10:00AM, 12:00PM
AND 6:00PM
WEEK DAY MASSES:
MONDAY 6:00PM, TUESDAY,
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 9:00AM,
WEDNESDAY SCHOOL/PARISHIONER
MASS 8:00AM

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
JENNIFER LISZKA

New Parishioners:

MUSIC DIRECTOR
ERIN LAWRENCE

We are happy to welcome new members
to our community, and encourage you to
register in person at the Parish Office, or
register online through our website,
www.stmarygostyn.org

SCHOOL
630.968.6155
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
CHRISTINE KALAL

Reconciliation:

ASSIST PRINCIPAL/CO-ATHLETIC
DIRECTOR
AUDREY KRUEGER
MARKETING
JULI MAJCHRZAK
ST.VINCENT DE
630-969-1068

PAUL

Confessions are heard Saturday, 8:30AM
to 9:30AM in church. Holy Hour on
Tuesday 7:00PM will also provide
opportunity for individual confessions.
Please see our website or bulletin for
Holy Hour dates.

SOCIETY
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Monday November 21st
6:00 pm
† Eileen Fitzgerald by Noreen
Fitzgerald & Joanie Kilbride
† Amy Morgan by Sheila Biell
Tuesday November 22nd
9:00 am
† Barbara Saunders by Jim & Barb
Holmes
Wednesday November 23rd
9:00 am
† George Metzger by Family

Lois Bach
Vickie Swartz
Nicole Moyer
Charles Zezulak Sr.
Beth Smith
Susan Conrad
Sharon Kling
Joseph MacDonald
George Metzger
Hugh Toner
John Mika
Agnes Gibicar

Thursday November 24th
9:00 am
Thanksgiving Day: People of the Parish
Friday November 25th
9:00 am
† Jerry Papievis by Family
Saturday November 26th
4:00 pm
† Nancy Miriani by Jan Miriani
† Rita Blaney by Matt & Jackie Claus
Sunday November 27th
8:00 am
† Paul Dietzler by Dianne & Frank
Czopek
† Arthur Cornejo by Wolf Family

Our deepest sympathy to the
families of
Kathleen Moss
Shirley M. Carbone

10:00 am
† John Hojnar by Marilyn Seagraves
12:00 pm
† James Splawski by Jim Splawski
6:00 pm
People of the Parish
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From Our Pastor
Father Jim

It was an advertisement in the Sunday
paper. One of those glitzy, full-color ads from a
major department store. Usually the kind of ad
that wouldn't register for me. But, in one
corner, the copy read Hot Street Savvy. Then,
down below, it read The Right Choice in smaller
print. Pictured were three necklaces-beaded
with crosses. At first, I though they were
rosaries, but upon closer examination, I
counted the wrong number of beads.
The Right Choice. The Feast of Christ the
King is about making a choice. Saint Ignatius
Loyola, the Jesuits' father, wrote a book called
The Spiritual Exercises. One of the exercises is
called The Two Standard of Christ and the
Standard of the Evil One.
The kings of old were preceded by their
standard-bearers, the flag announcing their
presence. When the standard fell, the battle
was lost. The measure symbolized the king, the
kingdom, and all the king stood for. So in the
great struggle between good and evil, we are
called to follow the Standard of Christ the King
and to make The Right Choice.
The battleground changes from season to
season, and sometimes it's hard to know who
or what is good and who or what is evil. And the
battle plan of the great Tempter is to convince
us that there is no battle at all. But,
unfortunately, this may be where our culture
loses the match. When we can place the cross
next to the words Hot Street Savvy and not
blink an eye when our holiest symbol becomes
a marketing ploy, our faith is in danger. And
yet, I don't want to live in a country so
repressive that such things are outlawed

Instead, I want to live in a Christian
community so aware of the dangers of
evil that we can see the proper path, the
actual standard flown by the True King.
We Christians need a community to help
up make the right choice over and over
again.
Paige Byrne Shortal

Thanksgiving Adoration Hours
Wednesday, November 23 - chapel closed
at 12:00
Thursday, November 24 - closed
Friday, November 25 - back to regular
hours
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MEDITATION MOMENT
In the final act of the play "Our Town," the
narrator walks amid the graves in the town
cemetery. He stops and remarks, "An awful
lot of sorrow has been quieted up here."
Pausing reflectively, he continues, "We all
know that something is eternal. And it ain't
houses, and it ain't the earth, and it ain't
even the stars Everybody knows that
something has to do with human beings.
They're waitin' for something that they feel
is coming! Aren't they waitin' for the
eternal part of them to come out in the
clear?"
ALL THAT IS NOT ETERNAL
IS ETERNALLY OUT OF DATE.
C.S. Lewis—English Novelist and Essayist,
convert to and defender of Christianity.

An essential component of Christian
spirituality is a living sense of vigilance, a
state of being alert for the coming of
Christ among us, yet who comes anew
each day and who will come in a definitive
end time. The scriptures recount
humanity's longing, satisfied in the birth of
Jesus, who went beyond all human hope in
taking upon himself everything that is truly
human.
The advent season we begin next
Sunday reconnects us to the waiting of our
ancestors, fulfilled in Christ's humblebirth.

The Advent season proclaims day
after day the vision of the prophet Isaiah
who was inspired to reach the message
of a new world built on the Foundation
of the child born to us at Bethlehem.
Advent rekindles that sense of watching
and waiting wherein we see and identify
Christ's constant breaking into our daily
existence.
The world around us will rush the
Christmas season and clothe itself in
tinsel while Christians are wrapped in a
profound spirit of hope restored. The
world will turn on twinkling lights while
Christians fling the light of Christ into
the teeth of death. Christ has come
among us. Christ is among us. Christ will
come again in glory to be recognized
only by those who keep watch in the
growing darkness and cold.
From the First Sunday of Advent until
December 18, the focus of this season is
upon Christ's glorious return in the end
time of a restored creation. From
December 17 to 24 inclusive, the liturgy
texts prepare us more directly for
Christmas.
Taken from the Saint Andrew Bible Missal,
of William J. Hirten Co., Inc., Brooklyn,New York
All rights reserved.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION

THE MYSTERY OF THE TRINITY
"Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19-20

It's a mystery! One God, three persons. God is a Holy Trinity,
a communion of persons. What a great mystery for us all to
seek to understand! Perhaps one of the deepest and most
profound mysteries of our faith, we will explore the topic of The
Trinity: God the Father, God the Son & God the Holy Spirit.
All are welcome!
Tuesday, November 22nd at 7:00 PM in the Gathering Place.

NATIONAL FAMILY CAREGIVER MONTH

FAITH FORMATION

St. Mary's Cares For Caregivers

Advent Booklets

We have a free gift for caregivers: The Caregiver's Companion:
a Christ Centered Journal to Nourish the Soul. You could order
one for yourself on Amazon or through the publisher, Ave Maria
Press
or
we'll
gift
you
one!
Simply
email
kjohnson@stmarygostyn or call the Parish Office let us know who
you are caring for and how we can pray for you. In honor of all
the selfless giving you are doing during National Family
Caregivers Month, and every day, we'll give you a copy of The
Caregiver's Companion!

Stop by the Faith Network Desk in
the Narthex after Mass to pick up
your copy of the Advent booklet.
"Shake loose the cobwebs, wipe the weary
from your eyes, and get set to open your
mind, your heart, and your soul to the
greatest joy in all creation."
S. James Meyer

Opening to Great Joy. What a hopefilled message for Advent! Step-by-step,
day-by-day, these Advent reflection
booklets enhance the Advent season
with Scripture, prayers and reflections.
Ready? Are you ready to open yourself
to the faith, hope and love that
permeates the Advent Season? Center
this Season on what is truly important.
Gratitude Matters! As we anticipate the national Thanksgiving
holiday, we might ask what is gratitude? Gratitude is one of many
positive emotions. It's about focusing on what's good in our lives
and being thankful for the things we have. Studies show, over and
over, that having an 'attitude of gratitude' can:
increase self-esteem and feelings of happiness
boost the ability to learn and make good decisions
lead to positive actions
result in better physical and mental health, including more
energy, less stress and greater satisfaction.
Gratitude acknowledges and affirms the goodness in our lives,
and recognizes that the source of the goodness is outside of our
self. Gratitude puts us into right relationship with God,
recognizing that everything is a gift.

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL

From the Eucharist
comes strength to live
the Christian life and
zeal to share that life
with others.
Saint Pope John Paul II
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If you are interested in adopting a family
for Christmas through the St. Vincent de
Paul’s Adopt a Family program, please
contact Cathy and Ihor Hlohowskyj at
ihorcathy@sbcglobal.net or call 630-2413447 for details or to sign up.
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