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New Parishioners:
We are happy to welcome new members to our
community, and encourage you to register in
person at the Parish Office, or register online
through our website, www.stmarygostyn.org
Interested in receiving this bulletin online, email
us at parish@stmarygostyn.org with your name
and your email address(es) and you will receive a
color version of the bulletin on Friday mornings.

Reconciliation:
Confessions are heard Saturday, 8:30AM to
9:30AM in church. Holy Hour on Tuesday 7:00PM
will also provide opportunity for individual
confessions. Please see our website or bulletin
for Holy Hour dates.
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Monday December 26th
6:00 pm
† Joseph Karlinski by Wife & family

Tuesday December 27th
9:00 am
Jane Copland by Charlotte Sholeen

Wednesday December 28th
9:00 am
† Frank & Victoria Pozdol by Jerry Kolpa

Thursday December 29th
9:00 am
† Kathleen Shea
† Arlene Cihlar by Audrey Votava

Friday December 30th
9:00 am
† Living & deceased members of the Martini Family
 by Martini Children

Saturday December 31st
4:00 pm
† Donna Bisaillon by Aument Family

Sunday January 1st
8:00 am
† Donna Hrncirik by Jim & Diane Massura

10:00 am
† Rosalie Braasch by Drobney Family
† Patricia Menzenberger by Richard & Alicia Mehl

12:00 pm
People of the Parish

Lois Bach
Vickie Swartz
Nicole Moyer

Charles Zezulak Sr.
Gina Blaney

Diane Schwartz
Stacia Hofmaier
Dennis Hofmaier

Jane Hofmaier
Clara Christiaens

Hugh Toner
Anna Bandur
Nancy Kors
Kathy Paryl

Kenneth Boese
Konrad Miskowicz-Retz

Peggy Hall
Gerry Mueller

Mary Kern
Sharon Kling

Susan Conrad
Beth Smith
Mike Kelly

George Hejny
John Mika

Gen Hadamik
Bob Truby, Sr.

DeeDee Van Dyke
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Behold, we are the Lord ’s servants
 We may have lost sight of “wonder” in
our present age. We like to put God into a
nice-sized box, manageable - so he won’t
cause us any trouble. But the only place
where God consistently asks to dwell — is
in us.
In this season, and in every season, God
seeks a home in us so that we would
embody PEACE. If God lives in us, we
would know it and so would the world.
Like Mary, we would be the willing
servant of God, who opened her life to
God so intimately that God shared her
heartbeat and passed into this world
through her.
May there be willing volunteers among
us, too, so that God’s will may be done
some more in us!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
 

Fr. Jim Schwab, Pastor
Fr. Shaun Cieslik, Parochial Vicar
and the Deacons and Staff 
of St. Mary of Gostyn Parish

WHY IS CHRISTMAS IN DECEMBER?

 As incredible as it might seem to many
Christians, we do not know the actual
date of Jesus' birth. It was not until the
fourth century that a date was chosen
to celebrate the event.December 25
seems to have been chosen because it
provided a Christian alternative to a
popular feast of the pagan god, Mithra.
 The celebratory nature of late
December, however, has a much longer
history. This is the time of the winter
solstice, the shortest day of the year. 

In prehistoric times, the pattern of
shortening days may have caused fear that
the sun would be lost forever. With the
winter solstice, however, the days started
to lengthen, and that change was cause for
celebration. This may be the reason why
many cultures in the northern hemisphere
can claim a holiday around December 25.
That special feeling, which we recognize at
this time of year, might arise from
millennia of celebrations occurring in the
last days of December.
 The positioning of Jesus' birth at the
winter solstice reveals a deeper spiritual
meaning. We remember Jesus' coming at
the darkest time of year. Christ is not born
to us in the summer months of warmth and
sun, but when days have grown cold and
light is failing. Whether or not Jesus was
born on December 25, the timing is
appropriate. His coming is most welcome
to those who are struggling to believe. His
birth is good news to those who fear that
darkness will overtake them and then
discover the brightness of his light.

CHRISTMAS PRAYER

Lights on trees and houses,
Tastes and smells
that come only once a year,
Smiles and greetings that appear
on unexpected faces,
Carols floating in the air.

Dear Lord,
the world around me changes
this time of year.

It surrounds me
with comforting sights and sounds.

Help me to remember that,
with all the beauties of this season,
the fullest sign of Christmas
is to make peace with my enemy,
to include the stranger,
and to allow others to see
your love in me.
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"From the Eucharist 
comes strength to live 
the Christian life and 
zeal to share that life 
with others."

Saint Pope John Paul II

Be Formed

Thursday AM
CAFE

Tuesday Evening Eternal Rest

National 
Eucharist Revival

At-A-Glace Calendar Exploring the Mystery of Dying

Encounter
Embracing the call to discipleship with
ongoing Faith Formation for Adults

Following Jesus and living as a Catholic is a life-
long process of conversion, formation and
education. Together, as community, we are
called to live out our faith marked by service,
humility, and charity. Saint Mary's offers many
ways to do so, whether it's attending Sunday
Mass, joining with other adults in meaningful
conversations, or volunteering to serve others
in need. Call the office or see the website for
more information.

Time with the Lord in front of the Blessed Sacrament, each Holy
Hour includes Adoration, Benediction and time for Confession.
Jan 10: Holy Hour "A musical evening of worship" 7PM 
Jan 17: Holy Hour "Holy Moments Holy Hour" 7PM

Explore faith and Scripture at the relaxed and welcoming St. 
Mary's CAFE! Misconceptions about God abound, even among 
Christians, and these mistaken beliefs can become obstacles in 
our relationship with God. Our next study, God: The Mystery of 
the Trinity in the Bible will unpack the Mystery to strengthen 
your faith in the one true God. 

At St. Mary's CAFE, you'll meet other women of the parish and
engage in lively, life-affirming discussions, to engage the heart,
mind and soul. Begins January 12th, 9:00 AM, with both in-
person and virtual groups. Register online.

All are invited to a 3-part Lecture Series on the Sacraments, which 
are "as necessary as food and drink are to the body, so are the 
Sacraments for the health of the soul" (Bishop Robert Barron). 

Register Now! Begins in January! 
Life in Christ - Morality, Freedom and Virtue
What does an active and engaged faith look like? See how a Christ-focused
life renews your purpose, family and relationships. 

 
Through small group discussions, you will learn more about our faith
and encounter Christ in an exciting, life-changing way. This Season
walks through controversial moral issues, so we can better understand,
defend and live our faith. Rich and rewarding. Join with others here at
St. Mary's and throughout the Diocese of Joliet in Be Formed. There are
many meeting day/time alternatives, including in-person here at St.
Mary's and virtually on zoom.

Registration is open now but only until January 1st for everyone age 18+.
More information on Season 6, which runs from Jan 10 until April 9 (Easter
Sunday), is on the DOJ website or contact Kelly at 630.969.1063.

How do we prepare for a reality we cannot
escape? Death remains with us, and it numbers our
days. How do we understand and prepare for this
reality we cannot escape? Eternal Rest presents the
Church’s teaching about death and God’s response
to it with wisdom and truth, gentleness and
compassion.

This five-part series is ideal for anyone looking to
prepare for their own death, or the death of a loved
one, as the program learnings and discussion keep a
steady gaze on the promises of Jesus Christ. 
Begins Jan 11 2PM. Register online or call the office
630.969.1063.

Jan 24: "Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation &
Eucharist" 7PM in the GP
Jan 31: "Sacraments of Healing: Reconciliation & Anointing
of the Sick" 7PM in the GP
Feb 6: "Sacraments of Vocation: Marriage and Holy Orders"
7PM in the GP
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Adoration Chapel
Holiday Hours

2022/2023
 
 

The Chapel will be closed:
 

Saturday, December 24
Sunday, December 25
Monday, December 26

 
Saturday, December 31

Sunday, January 1
Monday, January 2
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