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WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAY 4:00PM 
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WEEK DAY MASSES: 
MONDAY 6:00PM, TUESDAY,
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 9:00AM,
WEDNESDAY SCHOOL/PARISHIONER
MASS 8:00AM

Reconciliation: 

New Parishioners: 

Confessions are heard Saturday, 8:30AM 
to 9:30AM in church. Holy Hour on 
Tuesday 7:00PM will also provide 
opportunity for individual confessions. 
Please see our website or bulletin for 
Holy Hour dates. 

We are happy to welcome new members 
to our community, and encourage you to 
register in person at the Parish Office, or 
register online through our website, 
www.stmarygostyn.org
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Lois Bach
Vickie Swartz
Nicole Moyer

Charles Zezulak Sr.
Gina Blaney
PJ O'Connor

Diane Schwartz
Stacia Hofmaier
Dennis Hofmaier

Jane Hofmaier
Clara Christiaens

 
 

 

Our deepest sympathy to the family of
Ermanno DiBrita.

The following children were Baptized at
St. Mary of Gostyn recently;
Nathaniel Azcuna Lopez son of
Salvatore Lopez and Daphne Azcuna
Ronan Scott O'Brien son of
Patrick and Ellen O'Brien
Anthony Rocco Laughlin son of 
Bryan and Brittany Laughlin

Monday December 5th
6:00 pm
† Arlene Olson by Deacon Al & Carol
Agurkis

Tuesday December 6th
9:00 am
† Elizabeth Pabst by Friends & Family

Wednesday December 7th
9:00 am
† Maria de la Luz Ojeda by St. Mary Staff
& Parish
5:00 pm
Vigil Mass
† Regina Kania by Sanderson Family
† Daniel R. Karmazin by St. Mary Parish
& Staff

Thursday December 8th
9:00 am
† Marlene Schwartz by Sheila Biell

7:00 pm
† Robert Harrington by St. Mary Parish
& Staff

Friday December 9th
9:00 am
† Barbara Saunders by Drobney Family

Saturday December 10th
4:00 pm
† Dorothy Miriani by Jan Miriani
† Tim Garvey by Family

Sunday December 11th
8:00 am
People of the Parish

10:00 am
† Caden J. McCann by St. Mary Parish &
Staff

12:00 pm
† Myles Cullen by Kathy Ranft
† Gerlanda Piranio by Craig Pellegrini

6:00 pm
† Howard Switalla by The Charles Golly
Family
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From Our Pastor
Father Jim

The prophecies of Isaiah celebrated in the
Lectionary these four weeks is a hallmark of
the Advent season. In today's beautiful,
lyrical description of a future messianic
king, the prophet Isaiah gives us a vision of
justice and peace that embraces Israel, the
human community, and all creation. Taken
from the "Book of Emmanuel," this passage
begins with the promise of a king in the line
of David. It continues with a description of
his reign and concludes with the
consequences to be expected in terms of a
peace-filled new world order harking back to
the Garden of Eden.

The virtues of the king described by Isaiah
are what the Christian tradition later
identified as "gifts of the Holy Spirit."  As its
key ingredient, the reign of the king was
marked by justice, a proper ordering of
relationships in society, and the
championing of the poor. And the signs of
the messianic era found in reconciliation
within creation itself enlarge the vision
presented to include peace in all its forms.
The passage is speaking of the end time and
ends on a note of universalism. In other
words, its promise is not bound to current
events as if this or that successor to Israel's
king will prove or disprove the prophecy.
Instead, God's Word pulls all who hear it
forward into an ultimate future. Christians
have interpreted the passage to refer to
Jesus Christ, whom we regard as the
messianic king and the fulfillment of God's
promise.

John the Baptist symbolizes the end of
the era of patriarchs and prophets and
sets the stage for a new period that
begins with Jesus. His clothing of camel's
hair is reminiscent of Elijah, his desert
food of the Exodus, and his preaching of
the call of Isaiah. Although John's
baptism of repentance is mentioned, the
passage focuses more on his preaching,
which centers on the coming Messiah and
the moral conversion necessary to
welcome his reign. Pharisees and
Sadducees are both mentioned, though
the two groups were enemies of one
another, presumably because
representatives of both were later
opposed to Jesus' message.

John announces the coming of a new age
in which no inherited privilege or more
external observance can substitute for
the conversion or save an individual from
the judgement of God. His fearful images
of fire, wrath, the ax, and the winnowing
fan (which separates the wheat from the
chaff) remind us of the painful wrenching
required to free the world from the grip
of sin even as the idyllic vision of Isaiah
offers us hope of the outcome of such an
effort.
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SOLEMNITY IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
December 8, 2022

 
Each church year during the
season of Advent, Catholics
celebrate the solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary a holy day
of obligation. This Marian feast
celebrates that God, from the
moments of Mary's conception,
preserved Mary from original
sin. It is Luke who shows a
special interest in Mary, and
who helps us understand the
important role that Mary has in
salvation history. As we prepare
for the birth of Jesus and
anticipate the return of Christ,
our church calendar calls us to
celebrate the gift that God has
bestowed upon us in the
Immaculate Conception of
Mary. During Advent, we set
aside some time to honor Mary,
a mother filled with divine
grace, whose act of obedience
to God brought about the birth
of the Messiah.

 
Masses for the Holy Day:

 
Wednesday, December 7

5:00PM
 

Thursday, December 8
9:00AM and 7:00PM

 

APPLYING THE WORD
Those who wait are free

 

The great truth of Advent, the
season, is that every day
humanity lives Advent, the
unfolding drama of time. And
we have two choices, really to
believe that there is more to
come, or that there isn't. If we
aren't waiting for anything, then
we will live a certain way in this
world and make our choices
dependent on that sense of
closure. But if we have an
expectation of more, of the
perfection and permanence
and fulfillment that is denied us
in this world but is hinted at in
every gorgeous moment and
every uprising of love and hope
within us, then such faith will
orient the whole of our lives.
Our choices and our
relationships will be suffused
with it. Those who don't wait
must get what they can, now or
never. But those who do wait
experience the joyful hope of
what is to come and are free to
give this present hour and its
riches away.
-Alice Camille
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ABOUT OUR FAITH

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC

REVIVAL

Whoever knows that a 
friend awaits here [the 

tabernacle] constantly— 
always with the time, 

patience, and sympathy 
to listen to complaints, 
petitions, and problems, 
with counsel and help in 
all things—this person 

cannot remain desolate 
and forsaken even under 
the greatest difficulties. 
He always has a refuge 

where quietude and peace 
can again be found.

Through him [Christ] the whole structure is held together 
and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord.

Ephesians 2:21

Understanding the Rich Traditions of Advent.
Mary Mother of God. The Church celebrates the Solemnity of
the Immaculate Conception on December 8th. This Feast, which
is exactly nine months before the Church celebrates Mary's
birthday, recognizes the sinless conception of Mary in the womb
of her mother, Saint Anne. 

 
It is most appropriate the Church begin the new Liturgical Year with a
Feast recognizing Mary's conception since it was with her conception
that Salvation through Christ was initiated. Each of us can use this
Holy Day opportunity to pray, celebrate Mary and model her fiat,
through our own 'Yes' in service to our Lord. Mary was prepared to
receive Jesus in her womb; how are you preparing this Advent to
receive Jesus in your heart?

Throughout his ministry, Jesus used images and models to help
people get a better understanding of the Kingdom of God. For
example, Jesus said it was like a tiny mustard seed that grows
into a large bush were birds of the air nest. 

 
There are several models Catholics use to describe the Church. Each
model makes a unique contribution to our understanding of this
complex and mysterious reality. These examples of the Church helps
us to deepen our appreciation for the complex reality that is the
Church. Tuesday evening's discussion will unpack these foundational
truths of our faith. Join us.

 
Tuesday, December 6, 7:00PM in the Gathering Place.

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

Saint Edith Stein (Teresa Benedicta of the Cross)

Prepare the Way
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FINAL ADVENT CONFESSIONS
 

The final opportunity for Advent Confessions
will be on Tuesday, December 20th from

6:30-8:00 PM. Don’t miss this opportunity for
individual confession anytime throughout the

evening. 
 

Christmas Eve
Saturday, December 24, 2022

3:00PM in Church with Children's Choir 
and in the Gym/Activity Center

5:00PM in Church 
7:00PM in Church

 
Christmas Day

Sunday, December 25, 2022
8:00AM, 10:00AM and 12:00PM in Church

 

Oplatki
Oplatki is available at the Faith
Network desk in the Narthex.

 

Advent books are still available at the
Faith Network desk in the Narthex.

2023 calendars are available at all of the
Church entrances.
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