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New Parishioners:
We are happy to welcome new
members to our community, and
encourage you to register in person at
the Parish Office, or register online
through our website,
www.stmarygostyn.org
Interested in receiving this bulletin
online, email us at
parish@stmarygostyn.org with your
name and your email address(es) and
you will receive a color version of the
bulletin on Friday mornings.

Reconciliation:
Confessions are heard Saturday,
8:30AM to 9:30AM in church. Holy
Hour on Tuesday 7:00PM will also
provide opportunity for individual
confessions. Please see our website or
bulletin for Holy Hour dates.
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Autumn Oliver
Janice Battaglia
Skip Castaldo
Joseph MacDonald
Suchinta Hakim
Clara Christaens
Lois Bach
Nicole Moyer
Charles Zezulak, Sr
Hugh Toner
Peggy Hall
Joe Leto

We welcome
Zachary & Elizabeth Wilkening

Martin & Julie Maleck
iMatthew & Elizabeth McFarland

Joseph & Fiona Bush
John & Andrea d'Avis

to St. Mary of Gostyn Parish.
 

Our deepest sympathy to the families of
Angela Schumacher

Vicki Swartz
Lillian Romanowski

 

Monday January 2nd
6:00 pm
In Thanksgiving by Deacon Steve & Therese
DeSitter

Tuesday January 3rd
9:00 am
Aleena Truby by Charlotte Sholeen

Wednesday January 4th
8:00 am
† Jim McCall by Ron & Mary Buchler
Maggie Zahara by Mary & Ralph Calistro

Thursday January 5th
9:00 am
† Donna Bisaillon by St. Mary Parish & Staff

Friday January 6th
9:00 am
† George Gates by Bostwick Family

Saturday January 7th
4:00 pm
† John Hojnar by Marilyn Seagraves

Sunday January 8th
8:00 am
† Beatrice Korsack by Charles Golly Family

10:00 am
† Doreen Miller by Calistro Family

12:00 pm
† Rosalie Braasch by Shirley Twardzik
† Robert Harrington by Frank & Dianne
Czopek

6:00 pm
People of the Parish

Gerry Mueller
Mary Kern
Sharon Kling
Susan Conrad
Beth Smith
Mike Kelly
George Hejny
John Mika
Gen Hadamik
Bob Truby, Sr.
DeeDee Van Dyke

Let us pray for all of our military personnel,
especially the men and women of our parish

who are serving in harm’s way:
 Kevin Braasch

Michael Martel
Natalya Brechlin
John Svoboda
Christopher Fountain
Nathan Kijowski
Zachary Frana
Jack Culligan

Kyle Ng
Kevin Hanlon
Brendan Vrtis
Ben Gartlan
Kathleen Halloran
Peter Gartlan
Isabella Czopek
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Thank you to those that donated  Christmas
flowers in memory of a loved one.

We are very grateful for the donations to
enhance and beautify our worship space.
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   The Catholic Church celebrates January
1, the octave of Christmas, as the Feast of
Mary, Mother of God. The feast invites us
to reflect on Mary's relationship to Jesus.
On Christmas, Christians focus on Jesus,
the birth among us of God's own Son. We
bring Mary from the background of Luke's
story to the foreground.
    Mary is the woman whom Luke tells us
accepted God's invitation to bear a child.
This child would be conceived by the Holy
Spirit. Mary is the woman who carried this
child in the womb for nine months, labored
to give him birth and breath in our world,
wrapped him in warm blankets, and found
a place for him to sleep in a feed trough for
animals.
    The shepherds put Mary and Joseph in
the position of hearers of God's word.
When the shepherds see the child lying in
the manger, the sign the angel sent them to
see, they tell Mary and Joseph the good
news the angel announced to them: " I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: to you is born this day in the
city of David a savior, who is the messiah,
the Holy One."
     Luke's characterization of Mary gives us
an example of how to perceive the Spirit at
work in our lives and our world. Mary first
of all treasures the words and encounters
with others that happen in her life. To
treasure is to hold in mind, to remember.
Luke pictures Mary not only as a woman
who holds words in her mind but who
reflects on them in her heart. Mary gives us
a model of a reflective disciple. In Luke's
characterization Mary is not a favorite who
from the beginning shares the secret of
God's special 

plan for the world. She is rather a
human person like us who must use
her head and open her heart to all
that happens in her life.
      Mary is beginning her life not only
as Jesus' mother but as his disciple,
who treasures all God has done,
recognizes the Spirit at work in her
life and the lives of the shepherds,
and undoubtedly wonders where
such life-giving power will lead.

 A special word of Thanks to all those who
helped make our Christmas Celebration an
expression of Joy and Peace. The
Celebrants, Deacons, Altar Servers,
Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Greeters,
Music Director, Erin Lawrence, musicians,
cantors, and choirs at our liturgies and
Sacristan, Pat Vena. Thank You. 
 We would like to express our thanks to you
and your family for your spirit of
cooperation and generosity this past year.  
        Along with our thanks, we send an
assurance of a place in our thoughts and
prayers in the coming New Year, 2023! A
special thanks to all those who sent cards,
gifts, and remembrances during this Holy
Season!
      

   Fr. Jim and Fr. Shaun
   Deacons and Staff of

   St. Mary of Gostyn
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"If I can give you any advice, I 
beg you to get closer to the 
Eucharist and to Jesus... We 
must pray to Jesus to give us 
that tenderness of the 
Eucharist." 

Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

Thursday
AM CAFE

Eternal Rest

Tuesday Evening Be Formed

National 
Eucharist Revival

At-A-Glance Calendar

Exploring the Mystery of Dying

LAST DAY TO REGISTER

Life with Christ
Embracing the call to discipleship with
ongoing Faith Formation for Adults

Following Jesus and living as a Catholic is a life-
long process of conversion, formation and
education. Together, as community, we are
called to live out our faith marked by service,
humility, and charity. Saint Mary's offers many
ways to do so, whether it's attending Sunday
Mass, joining with other adults in meaningful
conversations, or volunteering to serve others
in need. Call the office or see the website for
more information.

Explore faith and Scripture at the relaxed and welcoming St. 
Mary's CAFE! Misconceptions about God abound, even among 
Christians, and these mistaken beliefs can become obstacles in 
our relationship with God. Our next study, God: The Mystery of 
the Trinity in the Bible will unpack the Mystery to strengthen 
your faith in the one true God. 

At St. Mary's CAFE, you'll meet other women of the parish and
engage in lively, life-affirming discussions, to engage the heart,
mind and soul. Begins January 12th, 9:00 AM, with both in-
person and virtual groups. Register online.

All are invited to a 3-part Lecture Series on the Sacraments, which 
are "as necessary as food and drink are to the body, so are the 
Sacraments for the health of the soul" (Bishop Robert Barron). 

Can't we talk about something more pleasant?!!
It's the talk we all often avoid, but death is something that will
happen to all of us, some sooner than later. So, how do we prepare
for a
reality we cannot escape? Death remains with us, and it numbers our
days. In this five-part session, we will examine the origin of death,
the afterlife, and the powerful reality around the sacrament that
ushers us into eternal life. Eternal Rest presents the Church’s
teaching about death and God’s response to it with wisdom and truth,
gentleness and compassion.

This five-part series is ideal for anyone looking to prepare for their
own death, or the death of a loved one, as the program learnings and
discussion keep a steady gaze on the promises of Jesus Christ. 
Begins Jan 11 2PM. Register online or call the office 630.969.1063.

Life in Christ - Morality, Freedom and Virtue 
Through small group discussions, you will learn 
more about our faith and encounter Christ in an 
exciting, life-changing way. This Season walks 
through controversial moral issues, so we can 
better understand, defend and live our faith. 
Join others here at St. Mary's and throughout the
Diocese of Joliet in Be Formed. There are many
meeting day/time alternatives, including in-person
here at St. Mary's and virtually on zoom.

More information on Season 6, which runs from Jan
10 until April 9 (Easter Sunday), is on the DOJ
website or contact Kelly at 630.969.1063.

Time with the Lord in front of the Blessed Sacrament, each Holy
Hour includes Adoration and time for individual Confession.
Jan 10: Holy Hour "A musical evening of worship" 7PM 
Jan 17: Holy Hour "Holy Moments Holy Hour" 7PM

Jan 24: "Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation &
Eucharist" 7PM in the GP
Jan 31: "Sacraments of Healing: Reconciliation & Anointing
of the Sick" 7PM in the GP
Feb 6: "Sacraments of Vocation: Marriage and Holy Orders"
7PM in the GP
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