St. Mary of Gostyn
Catholic Church
445 Prairie Avenue, Downers Grove, IL 60515

Rev. Shaun Cieslik y
Pastor ‘
scieslik@stmarygostyn.org

Rev. Asirvadam Dandu
Parochial Vicar
adandu@stmarygostyn.org

Deacon Al Agurkis
deaconal @stmarygostyn.org

Deacon Bob Miciunas
deaconbob@stmarygostyn.org

Deacon Thomas Jagielo
deaconthomas @stmarygostyn.org

Parish Center
Hours: M-F, 8:30AM-4:30PM

www.stmarygostyn.org

School Office
(630)968-6155

440 Prairie Avenue
Downers Grove

Religious Education Office
(630)960-3566

445 Prairie Avenue
Downers Grove

Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil for Sunday
4:00pm

Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am
12:00pm, 6:00pm

Monday-Friday............. 8:00am

Confessions

Saturday......... 8:30am-9:30am
Holy Hour on Tuesday 7:00pm
or by appointment

New Parishioners

We encourage you to register
in person at the Parish Office or
register online through our

website, www.stmarygostyn.org 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time | August 3, 2025




Prayer Ministry | Staff

Monday, August 4th Prayers for the Sick Prayers for the Military Baptism
OB L CET N R e B Y [Jason Malkowski  Patricia Finn Kevin Braasch

Skip Castaldo Mary Kern Michael Martel

Philip Kern Kenneth Boese Natalya Brechlin The following children were
Tuesday, August 5th ohn Hejny Ginger Jurish John Svoboda baptized on Saturday, July 26 and
8:00 amt Betty Kolpa nna Bandur Patricia Kangas Kathleen Halloran Sunday, July 27, 2025.

Marie R°§5i Donald U'f'iCh Isabella Czopek Gemma Eloise Montgomery
Wednesd ay, Au gust 6th Noreen Fitzgerald Alan Juscik Nathan Kjowski daughter of C.J. & Christina

Dolores Ronaldson  Vincent Barbaro Jack Culligan
Lauren Dempsy Mary Miraglio Kyle Ng
Eliza Skipworth Mike Kern Ben Gartlan
Frank & Buddy Davis Gloria Caracello Peter Gatlan Tyler & Amanda Schoolcraft

oyce Kessler Jan Pietka Zachary Frana Christian Robert Unterfranz son of
Larry Szmurlo Garry Kornack Noah Sommer Christopher & Megan Unterfranz
Lauren Marshall Joseph Leto Thomas Leno Villa son of
Frances Mchaffey ~ Jim Mchaffey John & Maura Villa
Stephanie Rodriguez Frank Davis

ulie Worch Lois Bach
Sue Conrad Sharon Kling
Karen Swanson Nick Affatato
Dorothy Troost Patricia Arbuthnot
Melvin Smith Susan L. Aparicio :
Reenie DeMay Jerry Benish Parish/School Staﬁ
Laura Davidson Bonnie Hagen
Scott Melrose Michael Carbon | |Gabriglla Senese-Bums.................. Director of Development

Mary Mayer Gail Earley i
Sarah Szcypkowski  Larry Szmurlo gsenese-bums@stmarygostyn.org

Names will be removed after four
eeks. Ed AREM. ... Operations Director

Montgomery
Olivia Jade Schoolcraft daughter of|

8:00 amf Annette Gallagher

Thursday, August 7th
8:00 amt Jane Shannon

Friday, August 8th
8:00 amt David Kozlowski

Saturday, August 9th
4:00 pmt Henry Pavlak

Sunday, August 10th
8:00 amt Barbara Saunders & Rudy
Mercado

10:00 amt deceased members of the

Crown family eahern@stmarygostyn.org
U0 Ry T L Sympathy Annabelle TUMIOS..............ooervveerererenrrena. Business Manager
Our deepest sympathy to the
6:00 pm People of the Parish following family atumlos@stmarygostyn.org
Patricia Riley Susan Tuskey............... Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper

stuskey@stmarygostyn.org

Kelly JOhnson.........cccceveveiinrsiicene, Adult Faith Formation
kjohnson@stmarygostyn.org
Scripture Readings Jennifer Liszka............c.c....... Director of Religious Education
For the Week of August 3, 2025 jliszka@stmarygostyn.org
Sunday Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Erin LAWreNCe.........ocvvveernieicncerscenes Music Director
Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17; Col 3:1-5, 9-11; Lk | [elawrence@stmarygostyn.org
12:13-21
Monday Memorial of Saint John Vianney, Priest Pat Vena........cccooevnenncnnccen, Sacristan/Bulletin
Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Mt 14:13-21 pvena@stmarygostyn.org
Tuesday Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7, 12-13, Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2,
10-14 Lisa Keough........cccoveeeureneee. Parish Administrative Assistant
Wednesday Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord lkeough@stmarygostyn.org
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16-19; Lk 9:28b-36
Thursday Nm 20: 1-13; Ps 95: 1-2, 6-7, 8-9, Mt 16:13-23 Christine Kalal............cccocviverineeniiceieen, School Principal
ckalal@stmarygostyn.org
Friday Dt 4:32-40; Ps 77:12-13, 14-15, 16 and 21; Mt 16:24-28
Saturday Dt 6: 4-13; Ps 18: 2-3a, 3bc-4, 47 and 51; Mt 17:14-20 Audrey Krueger.............. Assist Principal/Co-Athletic Director
Sunday Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time akrueger@stmarygostyn.org
Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22; Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or Heb 11:1-2,
8-12; Lk 12:32-48 or Lk 12:35-40 Juli Majehrzak.........coveeinicinc, Marketing Director
jmajchrzak@stmarygostyn.org
St. Vincent dePaul Society........c.oeveeveerennee. (630)969-1068

View this bulletin online at www.Discove



Adult Faith Formation

Praying with Music. Music has the amazing power to evoke emotion and
draw us deeper into prayer. Our next Holy Hour will feature the reflective
and compelling harp music of our Music Director. Music can be a
profoundly efficacious way to connect with God. Calming and cathartic,
and when mixed with prayer, this natural effect of music can be powerful
and deeply spiritual.

Tuesday, August 5th at 7PM in Church. Holy Hour will include, along with
harp music, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Benediction, prayers and
reflection, as well as opportunity for individual confession.

. Brothe
B, G

The Rosary

A Special Way to Pray j‘g}

Week: 10
Featured Saint: Saint Dominic
Feast Day: August 8

St. Dominic recognized the need not only for contemplation but also active
apostolic work. We see this in the Rosary prayed well: contemplating the
mysteries with a firm resolution. Study, prayer, service.

Video for Adults: Catholic Saints: Saint John Vianney whose feast day we
also celebrate this week, August 4.

Video for Kids: Brother Francis: The Rosary, A Special Way to Pray. Join
Brother Francis in this entertaining and guidance-filled presentation that will
inspire children to deepen their faith by praying the Rosary!

Family Summer Activity: Family Rosary Night. Grab your rosaries and pray
together to celebrate the feast of Saint Dominic, who was given a rosary by
the Virgin Mary herself!

The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults
(OCIA) (formerly known as the RCIA) is the
way we welcome people into Catholic Church.
Our OCIA Inquiry Course will begin in the Fall
and is a way to encounter the love of Jesus
and learn to live as a Catholic.

« If you're baptized in another faith
tradition or never been baptized, or
attending Mass because your spouse Is
Catholic, we welcome you to this journey
of faith, and if interested, become
Catholic.

« Or, if you're baptized Catholic, but have
not received all your Sacraments, we
welcome you on this journey.

« If you're a life-long Catholic, we invite
you to accompany inquirers along the
faith journey, a way to share your faith in
conversation with others and model what
it means to live as a Catholic.

Together, we'll share in the journey, growing
closer in relationship as a faith community,
with each other and with Jesus.

Curious? See the website for more details and
a full list of topics. If you are interested in
receiving Sacraments, call the office at
630.969.1063 or contact Father Shaun.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Join us for the
Diocese of Joliet
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Pilgrims of Hope

N Saturday, October 4, 2025
1 11:00 AM
1) Cathedral of St. Raymond
604 N Raynor Ave, Joliet, IL
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Religious Education Registration is now open to
All Parish families!
Please go to:

stmarygostyn.org

Go to "Religious Education” and click on "RE
Registration Information” for all registration
information and forms.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

CALLING FORTH CATECHISTS

Who Makes a Good Catechist?

s A person of faith who wants to share it.

»  Someone willing to work with children or middle schoolers.

s An adult age 18 and up.

s Any adult still passionate about his/her faith.

s A person willing to follow a catechist guide with easy
lesson plans.

Can you see yourself in this description? So many times, we
think we have to rely on the parents of the children in the
program. Did you know that a vast amount of our catechists
are not parents from our RE families? Many are parents, but
not all.

Consider how you can participate. It’s all about sharing what
you have been given by someone else. Training is available and
encouraged. We're praying for you to consider this opportunity.
Please contact the RE office at 630-960-3566 for more

information.




Around the Parish | Diocese

e . -

END: MARCH 1-Z. 2025

EEK!

The 2025 CMMA
Your gift to CMAA makes an impact!
If you hve already pledged your support to the Catholic Ministries
annual Appeal (CMAA), we sincerely thank you! Let’s join
together to meet our parish’s goal of $144.000. Each and every gift,
regardless of size makes a difference.

If you still plan on making your gift, please prayerfully reflect on
how best you can open your heart to God’s goodness in support

of those in need throughout our diocese. Pledge envelopes are still
available in the church, or you can use the envelope you received in
the mail from the diocese. We also welcome online gifts at joiletdio-

ceseappeal.org

Remember, if we raise more than our goal, the diocese will return
70% of the amount over our goal to us to reinvest in our own parish.
This is an incredible opportunity and blessing!

Interested in
volunteering?

..

SHARE YOUR FAITH
BRING JESUS TO OTHERS

Our Homebound Ministers of Care of Holy
Communion bring Holy Communion to those
who are homebound and are unable to attend

Sunday Mass. We currently have a ministry team

but are seeking more volunteers.

Ministers of Care are trained and commissioned
to bring Communion to parishioners in individual
homes or care facilities who are unable to attend
Mass due to being sick or homebound. They
offer prayers and support through active listening
and a caring presence.

Ministers of Care volunteers must
e have a vehicle and drive to the homebound residence
¢ complete a Minister of Care course training
¢ satisfy Diocese of Joilet requirements for
working with vulnerable populations

Interested or to learn more, call our parish
offices, email Deacon Bob or call 630-737-9637

NOUgh one may
e rich, one’s lite
0es not consist
0T POSSESSIONS

Luke 12:

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Reflections for the Week

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Robbing a Bank

The second reading from the Letter to the Colossians goes well with the first reading and the Gospel. Those passages warn
how useless material wealth will be when we die. St. Paul continues this warning by reminding us that we have already died with Christ
in baptism and risen to new life. To live this new life we must put to death whatever tendencies keep us from Christ.

Wealth can be a gift from God. The abuse is not necessarily in the possession of wealth. More likely, we abuse wealth either
in the ways we attain it or use it—or both. How do we abuse the attainment of wealth? | can give an obvious answer, such as robbing
a bank, but this makes it too easy to justify myself. Do | work a full day for my pay, or do | spend a lot of time visiting with other
employees, surfing the Web, taking extra-long breaks, or texting my friends? Am | honest with my customers, charging only for work |
have done?

As for using our wealth, we usually think of family first. Do we spoil our kids, so they can “have the things | couldn’t afford
when | was young”? Or do we teach them to work for what they get? Do we also think of the poor and homeless? Do we teach our
children to be generous to others?

Notice that Paul does not mention wealth. Instead he goes deeper, pointing out the thoughts and desires that lead to a life
centered in wealth. In baptism, we put to death passion and greed, tendencies that push us to own more or to control another person.
Paul uses the image of taking off these vices as if they were clothing and putting on a new self that shows Christ in us. When we have
been renewed that way, then Christ becomes visible in all people. We no longer have reason to look down on anyone for being poor or

sickly or of another race. We begin to see Christ in them, for as Paul says, “Christ is all and in all” (Colossians 3:11).
Tom Schmidt

SAINT JOHN MARY VIANNEY (1786-1859)
August 4
A busy pastor jokingly suggests the secret of John Vianney’s holiness: “He died seventeen years before telephones!”
Call they didn’t, but visit they did, keeping Vianney eighteen hours a day in the confessional. Stories abound of reading hearts and
exorcisms, but Vianney’s first miracle was getting ordained. Difficulty with studies delayed him, prompting the rector’s apology to
the bishop, “So far to ordain just one, especially this one!” The bishop, who could not know he was ordaining the future patron saint
of parish priests, replied, “No burden to ordain one good priest!” In Ars, only an elderly handful attended Mass, “praying,” one told
Vianney, “for a priest with brains.” But he stayed forty-two years, fulfilling the promise he made the day he arrived. In a sculpture
just outside the village Vianney points skyward: “Show me the way to Ars,” he tells a boy, “and I'll show you the way to heaven.” To
someone who feared there was no heaven beyond the grave, Vianney smiled, “My child, it would have been heaven enough to have
lived as Jesus’ disciple on earth.”
—Peter Scagnelli

SAINT TERESA BENEDICTA OF THE CROSS (EDITH STEIN) (1891-1942)
August 9

“Come,” Edith gently whispered, taking her sister Rosa’s hand, “let us go for our people!” These were Edith Stein’s last words as the
Nazis, enraged at the Dutch bishops’ condemnation of their genocide, took into custody all Catholic converts from Judaism. Born Jewish, but non-
practicing from her teens, Edith’s search for truth led to a doctorate in philosophy, a brilliant career as professor and author and, finally, to the
Autobiography of Saint Teresa of Avila, which she read in one sitting, then declared, “That is the Truth!” Baptized on January 1, 1922, observed then
as the feast of Jesus’ initiation into the covenant of Abraham, confirmed on February 2, the feast of Jesus’ Presentation in the Temple,
Edith entered the cloistered Carmelites in Cologne, transferring to a convent in Holland when she realized that, because of the Nazi persecution
of the Jews, her presence could imperil the safety of the other nuns. She died in the gas chambers of Auschwitz as a daughter of Israel and of the
Church.
—Peter Scagnelli

View this bulletin online at www.Discove
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Sacred Art:
Pilgrim Icon
Program

ANNOUNCING THE 47TH ANNUAL

WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY MASS

For more th

P
00,
August 17, 2025 e f"‘
2:00 p.m. ‘ E
Cathedral of St. Raymond e
604 N Raynor Ave., Joliet, IL \ k

Registration Required -

— The Knights...
Be a Part of It.

FAITH IN ACTION..THAT'S WHAT THE
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS IS ALL ABOUT,
EMPOWERING CATHOLIC MEN TO LIVE

THEIR FAITH AT HOME, IN THEIR PARISH

AT WORK AND IN THEIR COMMUNITY.

WHEN KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEMBERS

Couples celebrating anniversaries of 25 years, 50 years, and
more than 50 years, are welcome to attend. Bishop Ronald A.
Hicks will celebrate the Mass and will lead all couples in a
special renewal of wedding commitment.

E Office of Lifelong Lay Formation
Questions? Contact Jim Elias

Pre-registration is E 1 1.<

required by August 8,
(815) 221-6134

2025. Scan the QR code Rz %‘ 5 3 R
or website link: b elias@dioceseofjoliet.org COME TOGETHER THEY ACCOMPLISH
https://forms.office.com/e/ IBI7EB DIOCESE OF JOLIET e GREAT THINGS
qu9fbEpfkr e =t COUNCIL 16062
INTERESTED? EMAIL

KNIGHTS@STMARYGOSTYN.ORG

0h E &ME | One Parish, One School,

Quality Work

Reasonable Prices

v 7 A  DEMMIS
Michigan ; PSS p| (IMBING

ADVERTISE

HERE CatholicMatch.com/goMI ,) & Sewer
. . JJACKSON (FEVENeaNa Ry Ve
Get this bulletin (' i

Promote your Business
. ) Patient Focused Comprehensive || PAR/SHIONER DISCOUNT
AND Support your Parish. | IR emailed to you [

630-991-3641
Je_f_f Ingersoﬂl_l ".616-299-2388 evefy week. « Gentle & Compassionate Care Lic#055-044826
jingersoll@diocesan.com o Mvateid Teameiit demmisplumbing.com

Simply go to ErE » Local, Family-Owned Practice

! ' www.DM.CHURCH/1651 o

\./ / a8 | 630-963-6750
...Or scan = [&3

JacksonFamilyDentistry.us
#ThankYou Priesthood o DISCOVERMASS

Eric G. Jackson, DDS, MAGD

2033 Ogden Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Jhe Businesses listed abiove make this bulletin pessibile.

Please support them when you can.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week. Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Auto » Home » Life » Business
£9" FARMERS
INSURANCE
Greg Procopio
630-968-1666
gprocopio@farmersagent.com

. A
Rick’s &[*
Home Tuneups. iyc.
HANDYMAN SERVICE

From odds and ends
to basic home maintenance.

Electrical « Plumbing « Shower & Bath
630-964-2504

mee/fv\ K Flavin
A Let’s Discuss

Your Real Estate Plan! Ba

Call/ Text 630.297.1787 « www.HomeswithStyle.net
SMG Parishioner & Parent

Providing Distinguished
Service Since 1923

%(9//"/)/4/(( 4

WEST SUBURBAN

\ Funeral Home & Cremation Services

Individualized Lessons
Ages 6 to Adult

Downers Grove

Anthony P. Cappetta
Anthony F. Capetta
Family Owned & Operated
westsuburbanfh.com

(630) 852-8000
4920 Main St.
Downers Grove

Home Studio

Susan Valenta

630.968.5141

SPECIALIZING IN REPAIR AND REMODELING

EPHENS$

PLUMBING axo HEATING, INC.

147 Dgden Ave = Downers Grove
630-968-0783 - www.slephenspandh.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
301 75th Street
Downers Grove

(630) 964-6500

www.HJfunerals.com

FUNERAL HOMES

Knc >]|C[

Qb

euerle

1500 5 MevErs RD o Lossmass, [L 60148 15W Parx B o Pany, L 60081
WEW ENOLLCREST NET W LCOM

KNOLLERRSTIKNCLLCREST NET VPOFFICE!

STNET
(630) 932-1500 (630) 832-4161

Catholic ~ Co-Ed
College Prep
8th Grade
Shadow Program

I C
Parishioner

nazarethacademy.com oakleyhomebuilders.com ~ 630-241-9402

A\ LAW OFFICES OF
EDWARD R.THEOBALD

™ Bearsil@aol.com
@ (312) 346-9246

General practice with
emphasis on Personal Injury, Labor
& Employment Law, Criminal
Defense. In private practice since 1981,
Downers Grove resident since 1978,

FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICES

| EST. 1955 |
Arboretum Lakes, 901 Warrenville Rd., Suite 175,
Lisle, IL 60532

WWW.EDWARDTHEOBALD.COM

Celebrating lives

well-lived
Frank A. Modelski Jr.

Christina M. Brunsen
Andrew A Brunsen

— LAW OFFICE OF —

EILEEN R.
FITZGERALD

Elder Law

Estate
Planning

Wills
' Trusts

MANAR M

E ROK

(630) 460-0098

Local Realtor &
SMG Parishioner

Probate

630-493-4380
1561 Warren Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

www.EFITZLAW.com

StateFarm

& ™

Benote H. Wimp, |r.

AGENT
FINANCIAL SERVICES

6900 Main Street, Ste. 54
Downers Grove, IL 60516

331-777-2957 or
www.benotewimp.com

dams

] /.)

interfield & Su" van
uneral home
and cremation services

4 630-968-1000 R
4343 Main Street | Downers Grove, IL 60515
www.adamswinterfieldsullivan.com

@ VSIA sssuisng/wod'uessdold e BUllUO  £Z9L-£8/-008-L dsikaapy ol « NVYSTDOIAd

Ed the Plumher AW DF[FBH;EUT 4‘:;5.JDI:;-D|E R. HUBENY P.C. [l
Ed the Barpenter FULL SERVICE LAW FIRM
630.6‘3.144‘ CONCENTRATING IM:

REAL ESTATE « ESTATE PLANNING « PROBATE - BUSINESS
Best Work - Best Rates T e
IR ([Nl 200 E. CHicaco AvE. #200 * WEsSTMONT

Parishioners

LG9 [ 22

ADVERTISE HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Jeff Ingersoll ~ 616-299-2388
jingersoll@diocesan.com

+DREAM KITCHENS
-BEAUTIFUL BASEMENTS
«LUX BATHS
-ADDITIONS

7710 S Cass Ave
Darien, IL 60561

(630) 852-3595

.fe Insurance Since 1879

m=CCU7Z/

CTNEH CATHOLIC, UNION
Annuity/IRA for Insurance Member
2yr4% &5 yr4.25%
Please contact our office for more
information, Rates effective 4/1/24
and subject to change.

modelldarien.com
(216) 341-0444 « www.czechecu.org

www.americrafti.com

630-541-8692

Showroom: 2201 Curtiss St.

HOSPITAL/ (PLAZA

FOOT & ANKLE

INSTITUTE " 630.810-9966 | ADowners [EI%EI[E]
www.thefootspecialists.com Growe
: PEc o Favorite! 2

1228 OGDEN AVE. - DOWNERS GROVE, IL (=]

The App for \_
Catholic Life Every Day

-

LevelUp

EXPERIENCE THE

academy

www.myParishApp.com

myParish

Available foABPIE

Tutoring & Enrichment Center « PreK-12th
Westmont, IL » (331) 704-0848 « lu-academy.com  |[3 8§31 (1] IS EEEHEIERS D R Lo k7 /X b L) Obgh e

BOXER STANDARD
BOXER
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