
St. Mary of Gostyn 
Catholic Church

445 Prairie Avenue, Downers Grove, IL 60515
Rev. Shaun Cieslik

Pastor
scieslik@stmarygostyn.org

Rev. Asirvadam Dandu
Parochial Vicar

adandu@stmarygostyn.org

Deacon Al Agurkis
deaconal@stmarygostyn.org

Deacon Bob Miciunas
deaconbob@stmarygostyn.org

Deacon Thomas Jagielo
deaconthomas@stmarygostyn.org

Parish Center
Hours: M-F, 8:30AM-4:30PM
(630)969-1063
Website
www.stmarygostyn.org

School Office
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Religious Education Office
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Downers Grove

Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil for Sunday
4:00pm
Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am
12:00pm, 6:00pm

Monday-Friday.............8:00am

Confessions
Saturday.........8:30am-9:30am
Holy Hour on Tuesday 7:00pm
or by appointment

New Parishioners
We encourage you to register
in person at the Parish Office or 
register online through our
website, www.stmarygostyn.org 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time | August 31, 2025



Prayer Ministry | Staff
Monday, September 1st
9:00 am Labor Day Mass

Tuesday, September 2nd
8:00 am† Joseph Cosenza

Wednesday, September 3rd
8:00 am† John Barranco

Thursday, September 4th
8:00 am† Eddie Jennings

Friday, September 5th
8:00 am† Raymundo Sambo

Saturday, September 6th
4:00 pm† Mary Splawski

Sunday, September 7th
8:00 am People of the Parish
10:00 am† Dr. John & Rita LaCognata
12:00 pm Christ Renews His Parish #5
6:00 pm† Jose Daniel DeLeon

Parish/School Staff

Gabriella Senese-Burns..................Director of Development
gsenese-burns@stmarygostyn.org

Ed Ahern.................................................Operations Director
eahern@stmarygostyn.org

Annabelle Tumlos.....................................Business Manager
atumlos@stmarygostyn.org

Susan Tuskey...............Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
stuskey@stmarygostyn.org

Kelly Johnson......................................Adult Faith Formation
kjohnson@stmarygostyn.org

Jennifer Liszka......................Director of Religious Education
jliszka@stmarygostyn.org

Erin Lawrence.................................................Music Director
elawrence@stmarygostyn.org

Pat Vena.....................................................Sacristan/Bulletin
pvena@stmarygostyn.org

Lisa Keough..........................Parish Administrative Assistant
lkeough@stmarygostyn.org

Christine Kalal..............................................School Principal
ckalal@stmarygostyn.org

Audrey Krueger..............Assist Principal/Co-Athletic Director
akrueger@stmarygostyn.org

Juli Majchrzak...........................................Marketing Director
jmajchrzak@stmarygostyn.org

St. Vincent dePaul Society..............................(630)969-1068

Prayers for the Sick
Jason Malkowski Patricia Finn
Skip Castaldo Mary Kern
Philip Kern                    Kenneth Boese
John Hejny                    Ginger Jurish
Anna Bandur Patricia Kangas
Marie Rossi Donald Ulrich
Noreen Fitzgerald Alan Juscik
Dolores Ronaldson Vincent Barbaro
Lauren Dempsy Mary Miraglio
Eliza Skipworth Mike Kern
Frank & Buddy Davis Gloria Caracello
Joyce Kessler Jan Pietka
Garry Kornack Lauren Marshall
Joseph Leto Frances Mchaffey
Jim Mchaffey Frank Davis
Stephanie Rodriguez Julie Worch
Lois Bach   Sue Conrad
Sharon Kling Karen Swanson
Nick Affatato Dorothy Troost
Patricia Arbuthnot Melvin Smith
Susan L. Aparicio Reenie DeMay
Jerry Benish Laura Davidson
Bonnie Hagen Scott Melrose
Michael Carbon Mary Mayer
Gail Earley Larry Szmurlo
Sarah Szcypkowski Ann Maria Jussick
Koka Haralambos John Saniat
Larry McCarthy Shirley Twardzik

Names will be removed after four 
weeks. 

Prayers for the Military
Kevin Braasch

Natalya Brechlin
Kathleen Halloran
Nathan Kijowski

Kyle Ng
Peter Gartlan
Noah Sommer
Michael Martel
John Sovobda

Isabella Czopek
Jack Culligan
Ben Gartlan

Zachary Frana
Aiden Browning

Baptism
The following children were baptized 
on Sunday, August 24, 2025.

Opal O’Connell daughter of
Kerry & Brooke O’Connell
Lucca Olaf Arellano son of
Axel and Gabrielle Arellano
Tess Rae Rappaport daughter of
Ben & Cassidy Rappaport
Kaylee Rosenthal daughter of
Travis & Karen Rosenthal
Grant Michael Grobe son of
Kevin & Molly Grobe
Keeley Marjorie Conness daughter 
of Ty & Jessidca Conness

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy to the 

following families.
Robert Orseski, Jr.
Thomas Sullivan

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 Around the Parish 

Who Makes a Good Catechist?

• A person of faith who wants to share it.
• Someone willing to work with children or middle schoolers.
• An adult age 18 and up.
• Any adult still passionate about his/her faith.
• A person willing to follow a catechist guide with easy 

lesson plans.

Can you see yourself in this description? So many times, we 
think we have to rely on the parents of the children in the 
program. Did you know that a vast amount of our catechists 
are not parents from our RE families? Many are parents, but 
not all.

Consider how you can participate. It’s all about sharing what 
you have been given by someone else. Training is available and 
encouraged. We’re praying for you to consider this opportunity. 
Please contact the RE office at 630-960-3566 for more 
information.

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING

Altar Server Training will be on 
October 7th,Tuesday, 4:30pm-6:30pm

October 14th, Tuesday, 4:30pm-6:30pm
You will be requied to attend only ONE session.

More information to follow.

Religious Education Registration is now open to 
All Parish families!

Please go to:

stmarygostyn.org

Go to “Religious Education” and click on “RE
 Registration Information” for all registration 

information and forms.

View this bulletin online at www.Discove



Around the Parish | Diocese

The 2025 CMMA
Your gift to CMAAmakes an impact!

IfyouhvealreadypledgedyoursupporttotheCatholicMinistries
annual Appeal (CMAA), we sincerely thank you! Let’s join
togethertomeetourparish’sgoalof$144.000.Eachandeverygift,
regardless of size makes a difference.

Ifyoustillplanonmakingyourgift,pleaseprayerfullyreflecton
howbestyoucanopenyourhearttoGod’sgoodnessinsupport
ofthoseinneedthroughoutourdiocese.Pledgeenvelopesarestill
availableinthechurch,oryoucanusetheenvelopeyoureceivedin
themailfromthediocese.Wealsowelcomeonlinegiftsatjoiletdio-
ceseappeal.org

Remember,ifweraisemorethanourgoal,thediocesewillreturn
70%oftheamountoverourgoaltoustoreinvestinourownparish.
This is an incredible opportunity and blessing!

SHARE YOUR FAITH
BRING JESUS TO OTHERS

Our Homebound Ministers of Care of Holy
Communion bring Holy Communion to those
who are homebound and are unable to attend
Sunday Mass. We currently have a ministry team

but are seeking more volunteers.

Ministers of Care are trained and commissioned
to bring Communion to parishioners in individual
homes or care facilities who are unable to attend
Mass due to being sick or homebound. They

offer prayers and support through active listening
and a caring presence.

Ministers of Care volunteers must
• have a vehicle and drive to the homebound residence

• complete a Minister of Care course training
• satisfy Diocese of Joilet requirements for

working with vulnerable populations

Interested or to learn more, call our parish
offices, email Deacon Bob or call 630-737-9637

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Around the Parish 
 

Terri O’Dekirk
Retirement

Dear Parishioners: 

As many of you know, Terri O’Dekirk has served our Parish and School for over 
ten years as our Development Director.  Over the past ten months, she has been 
working closely with Gabriella Senese-Burns to transition this responsibility to Ga-
briella.  As of June, Terri has stepped back from most of the Development Office 
responsibilities to spend time with her family and new volunteer opportunities.  
She will still be available to the Parish and School staff when needed and will con-
tinue to stay involved with growing our School Staff Enrichment Fund.  Gabriella 
will lead all the other development events and opportunities for the School and 
Parish, ie, Gala, Golf Outing, 5 K, and other fundraising.

Terri remains committed to supporting St. Mary’s as it has been her home Parish 
for over 30 years and both of her children are graduates of our School. Thank you, 
Terri, for all you have done for our parish and school.  We are grateful that you are 
willing to assist our parish and school as a resource to build the Kingdom of God 
here on earth.   

With sincere gratitude,
Fr. Shaun

On Monday, September 1st, Labor Day Mass will 
be at 9:00AM, and the Adoration Chapel will be 

closed.

The beautiful Altar flowers are in memory of 
Eleanor and Ted Kolpa

85th Wedding Anniversay

View this bulletin online at www.Discove



Our Thanks

 
Thank you Sponsors! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Huge Thank You to Our Incredible Race Volunteers! 

We are so grateful to everyone who worked tirelessly all summer to bring this event to life. 
Special thanks to: 

● Hallie Nester- 5K Committee Chair 
● Kaite Watson- 5K Community Lead 
● Mallory Bruns, Brooke Ciarrachi, Kristin Menick, Carrie Murphy, Josie Riccio, 

Jenell Schroeder, Randy Wostratzky- Committee Members 
● Kimberly Enriquez- Volunteer Organizer 

We also appreciate our amazing students and parents who delivered neighborhood 
letters/maps before the race, as well as all the adults and students who pitched in during the 
days leading up to the race and on race day itself. 
Your energy, time, and dedication made this event possible — we couldn’t have done it 
without you! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

Simply go to
www.DM.CHURCH/1651

...or scan

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16510225
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