
St.�Mary�of�Gostyn
Catholic�Church

445�Prairie�Avenue,�Downers�Grove,�IL�60515

Rev.�Shaun�Cieslik
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Rev.�Christopher�Otieno
Parochial�Vicar
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Parish�Center
Hours:�M-F,�8:30AM-4:30PM

(630)969-1063
Website

www.stmarygostyn.org

School�Office
(630)968-6155

440�Prairie�Avenue
Downers�Grove

Religious�Education�Office
(630)960-3566

445�Prairie�Avenue
Downers�Grove

Mass�Schedule
Saturday�Vigil�for�Sunday

4:00pm
Sunday�8:00am,�10:00am

12:00pm,�6:00pm
Monday-Friday.............8:00am

Confessions
Saturday.........8:30am-9:30am

or�by�appointment

New�Parishioners
We�encourage�you�to�register

in�person�at�the�Parish�Office�or
register�online�through�our

website,�www.stmarygostyn.org 19th�Sunday�in�Ordinary�Time
August�9,�2026



Monday, August 10th
8:00 am† Virginia Mates

Tuesday, August 11th
8:00 am† Kelly McHugh Walter

Wednesday, August 12th
8:00 am† Loretta Ocwieja

Thursday, August 13th
8:00 am† Robert Orseske, Jr.

Friday, August 14th
8:00 am† Doris Hanlon

Saturday, August 15th
4:00 pm† Hazel Olson & Raymond
Heye

Sunday, August 16th
8:00 am† The People of the Parish
10:00 am† Angeline & Michael Prince
12:00 pm† Ayeesa Claire
6:00 pm† Jack Vallerugo

Scripture Readings
For the Week of August 9, 2026

Sunday Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14; Rm 9:1-5; Mt
14:22-33

Monday Feast of Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr
2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9; Jn 12:24-26

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Clare, Virgin
Ez 2:8-3:4; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131; Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14

Wednesday Ez 9:1-7; 10-18-22; Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; 2 Cor 5:19; Mt 18:15-20
Thursday Ez 12:1-12; Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62; Mt 18:21-19:1
Friday Memorial of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr

Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or Ez 16:59-63; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Mt 19:3-12
Saturday Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Vigil 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2; Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14; 1 Cor
15:54b-57; Lk 11:27-28
Mass During the Day: Rev 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10, 11,
12, 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56

Sunday Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 56:1, 6-7; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Rom 11:13-15, 29-32; Mt 15:21-28

Prayers for the Sick

Aleena Truby Lois Bach
Robert Truby, Sr. Scott Melrose
Tom Dooley Bonnie Hagen
Florence Fullen Gloria Carcello
Paul Krefft Ron Cuchna
Megan McCllelan Michael Kwee
Ryan Mary Signer
Candice Kornack

Prayers for the Military
Kevin Braasch Michael Martel
Natalya Brechlin John Svoboda
Kathleen Halloran Isabella Czopek
Nathan Kijowski Jack Culligan
Kyle Ng Ben Gartlan
Peter Gartlan Zachary Frana
Noah Sommer Aiden Browning

Parish | School Staff
Gabriella Senese-Burns..........................Director of Development
gsenese-burns@stmarygostyn.org

Ed Ahern.........................................................Operations Director
eahern@stmarygostyn.org

Annabelle Tumlos.............................................Business Manager
atumlos@stmarygostyn.org.

Susan Tuskey.......................Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
stuskey@stmarygostyn.org

Kelly Johnson...............................................Adult Faith Formation
kjohnson@stmarygostyn.org

Jennifer Liszka..............................Director of Religious Education
jliszka@stmarygostyn.org

Erin Lawrence.........................................................Music Director
elawrence@stmarygostyn.org

Pat Vena.............................................................Sacristan/Bulletin
pvena@stmarygostyn.org

Lisa Keough..................................Parish Administrative Assistant
lkeough@stmarygostyn.org

Christine Kalal......................................................School Principal
ckalal@stmarygostyn.org

Audrey Krueger......................Assist Principal/Co-Athletic Director
akrueger@stmarygostyn.org

Juli Majchrzak...................................................Marketing Director
jmajchrzak@stmarygostyn.org

St. Vincent dePaul Society.....................................(630)969-1068

Baptism
The following child was baptized
on Sunday, August 2, 2026.

Nora Mae Nasca
daughter of Rosario & Leslie
Nasca

Welcome
We welcome the following fami-
lies to St. Mary of Gostyn.

Athanasius & Millicent Lutta
Anthony & Monica Markas
Kyle & Yasseline Knoke
Joseph & Grace Ginex

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy to
the following families.

Gen Hadamik
Dennis Hofmaier
Sean Durkin

Daniel J. Nicholson
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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Two Steps Forward . . .

Why did Jesus walk on water to the disciples in the boat? Did he want to scare them? No, his first words
to them were “Do not be afraid.” While they were being tossed by wind and waves, he showed them that
he was not affected by the storm. If they had had faith, they might have realized that if Jesus was safe,
they would be, too. We too must make that leap of faith, especially when we are afraid.

Peter seemed to be willing to take the leap as he stepped into the water. But when his attention was dis-
tracted by the strong winds, he began to falter. This is where we can apply the story to ourselves.

Our growth in faith is not a steady progression. For every two steps forward, we may take one step back.
For example, we receive God’s forgiveness in the sacrament of reconciliation and rejoice in God’s loving
mercy, but later we fall back into sin. We ask God’s help in prayer and when our prayer is answered, our
faith in God grows. Then we become ill or wreck the car, and think that God has abandoned us. But isn’t
that a natural reaction?

It is natural to doubt God in times of trouble, but we are choosing to live in the supernatural when we be-
come followers of Christ. Like Peter, we need to keep our attention on the Lord. As long as Peter looked
to Jesus, he could walk on water. Only when he focused on the wind did he loose his nerve and begin to
sink.

In a similar way, we can lose our focus on the Lord. We see someone we love who is gravely sick. We
make a serious mistake that gets us in trouble. We lose our job and have no leads to a new one. We are
frightened by news of terrorist activity. These seem more real than faith in an invisible God. That is when
we must remember that true faith allows us to believe when it doesn’t seem to make sense. Faith tells
us that though apparently invisible, God is more real than anything we can see. Remember Jesus on the
cross saying, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” The Father never abandoned his Son and
God will never abandon us.
Tom Schmidt

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY

August 15

Pope Pius XII defined the Assumption of Mary as a
dogma of the Catholic faith on November 1, 1950.
“The Immaculate Mother of God, ever Virgin Mary,
having completed the course of her earthly life, was
assumed body and soul into heavenly glory” (Dog-
ma of the Assumption, 44).
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When you are grocery shopping would you consider pur-
chasing cans of chicken, fruit, applesauce, and Progresso
soup, boxes of quick cood or old fashioned oatmeal. Dish
detergent, tissue, olive oil, flour, sugar, and coffee are
also monthly distribution.

PANTRY DONATIONS ARE ACCEPTED ON
WEDNESDAYS FROM 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM

OR USE THE FOOD BARRELS
AT THE CHURCH ENTRANCES.
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The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1651

...or scan

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16510225
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16510825
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