
St.�Mary�of�Gostyn
Catholic�Church

445�Prairie�Avenue,�Downers�Grove,�IL�60515

Rev.�Shaun�Cieslik
Pastor

scieslik@stmarygostyn.org

Rev.�Christopher�Otieno
Parochial�Vicar

cotieno@stmarygostyn.org

Deacon�Al�Agurkis
deaconal@stmarygostyn.org

Deacon�Bob�Miciunas
deaconbob@stmarygostyn.org

Deacon�Thomas�Jagielo
deaconthomas@stmarygostyn.org

Parish�Center
Hours:�M-F,�8:30AM-4:30PM

(630)969-1063
Website

www.stmarygostyn.org

School�Office
(630)968-6155

440�Prairie�Avenue
Downers�Grove

Religious�Education�Office
(630)960-3566

445�Prairie�Avenue
Downers�Grove

Mass�Schedule
Saturday�Vigil�for�Sunday

4:00pm
Sunday�8:00am,�10:00am

12:00pm,�6:00pm
Monday-Friday.............8:00am

Confessions
Saturday.........8:30am-9:30am

or�by�appointment

New�Parishioners
We�encourage�you�to�register

in�person�at�the�Parish�Office�or
register�online�through�our

website,�www.stmarygostyn.org 24th�Sunday�in�Ordinary�Time
September�13,�2026



Monday, September 14th
8:00 am† Garry Kornack

Tuesday, September 15th
8:00 am† Edward &
Helen Chodorowski

Wednesday, September 16th
8:00 am† Mary Ann Holzhall

Thursday, September 17th
8:00 am† Ermanno DiBrita

Friday, September 18th
8:00 am† Eleanor Zubcic

Saturday, September 19th
4:00 pm† Annette Martel

Sunday, September 20th
8:00 am† Edward &
Helen Chodorowski
10:00 am† Fr. Michael & Mary Ellen
Walsh
12:00 pm† The People of the Parish
6:00 pm† Bernard Donovan

Scripture Readings
For the Week of September 13, 2026

Sunday Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sir 27:30-28:7; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12; Rom 14:7-9; Mt
18:21-35

Monday Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Num 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-
17

Tuesday Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows
1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Jn 19:25-27

Wednesday Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs
1 Cor 12:31-13:13; Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 22; Lk 7:31-35

Thursday 1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28; Lk 7:36-50
Friday 1 Cor 15:12-20; Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b, 15; Lk 8:1-3
Saturday 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps 56:10c-12, 13-14; Lk 8:4-15
Sunday Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18; Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a

Prayers for the Sick

Aleena Truby Robert Truby, Sr.
Lois Bach Kenneth Boese
Amy Robert Arlene Kucaba
Jason Ortega George B. Metzger
Charlene Arnold Alice Saniat

Prayers for the Military
Kevin Braasch Michael Martel
Natalya Brechlin John Svoboda
Kathleen Halloran Isabella Czopek
Nathan Kijowski Jack Culligan
Kyle Ng Ben Gartlan
Peter Gartlan Zachary Frana
Noah Sommer Aiden Browning

Parish | School Staff
Gabriella Senese-Burns..........................Director of Development
gsenese-burns@stmarygostyn.org

Ed Ahern.........................................................Operations Director
eahern@stmarygostyn.org

Annabelle Tumlos.............................................Business Manager
atumlos@stmarygostyn.org.

Susan Tuskey.......................Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
stuskey@stmarygostyn.org

Kelly Johnson...............................................Adult Faith Formation
kjohnson@stmarygostyn.org

Jennifer Liszka..............................Director of Religious Education
jliszka@stmarygostyn.org

Erin Lawrence.........................................................Music Director
elawrence@stmarygostyn.org

Pat Vena.............................................................Sacristan/Bulletin
pvena@stmarygostyn.org

Lisa Keough..................................Parish Administrative Assistant
lkeough@stmarygostyn.org

Christine Kalal......................................................School Principal
ckalal@stmarygostyn.org

Audrey Krueger......................Assist Principal/Co-Athletic Director
akrueger@stmarygostyn.org

Juli Majchrzak...................................................Marketing Director
jmajchrzak@stmarygostyn.org

St. Vincent dePaul Society.....................................(630)969-1068

Baptism
The following children were
baptized Sunday, Septem-
ber 6, 2026 at St. Mary of
Gostyn.
Callum Guerin Geary son
of Luke & Keelin Geary
Elle Kathryn Geary daugh-
ter of Luke & Keelin Geary

Welcome
We welcome the following families to
St. Mary of Gostyn.

Dan & Megan Bacarella
Daniel & Elizabeth Altosino

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy to the follow-
ing families.

Andrew Dziadus
Alice Drennan
Alex P. Rudock

Homer Penninger
Gene Leonas
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St.�Vincent�DePaul’s�August�Update
“No�Christian�can�regard�the�poor�simply�as�a�societal�

problem;�they�are�part�of�our�‘family.’�They�are�‘one�of�us.’”�
Pope�Leo�XIV

FOOD�PANTRY�NEWS

During�the�summer�months,�the�food�pantry�volunteers�assisted�over�500�
families.��Families�were�provided�with�fresh�meat�and�produce,�as�well�as�
boxed�and�canned�food�staples�and�household�supplies,�all�donated�from�
local�grocery�stores�and�the�people�of�St.�Mary’s.

SVDP�is�grateful�for�St.�Mary’s�Parishioners�who�thought�of�the�pantry�as�
they�enjoyed�summertime�activities.�Those�who�read�our�monthly�article�
and�weekly�eblast�have�helped�by�providing�the�items�that�are�most�re-
quested�and�in�short�supply�in�the�food�pantry.

We�ask�our�generous�St.�Mary�donors�to�purchase�the�items�that�are�re-
quested�in�the�bulletin�and�the�Monday�eblast.��Some�items�that�once�were�
popular,�are�not�requested�very�often,�so�donating�the�published�items�will�
help�our�neighbors�the�most.

At�this�time,�the�pantry�is�in�need�of�cans�of�fruit,�applesauce,�regular�size�
jars�of�peanut�butter,�oatmeal,�strawberry�and�grape�jelly,�crackers,�and�
boxes�of�tissues.��Olive�oil,�coffee,�tea,�toothpaste,�laundry�and�dish�deter-
gent�are�also�needed�for�monthly�distribution.��

REGULAR�SIZE�grocery�items�are�preferred�for�storage�and�distribution�
purposes.�Only�unopened�items�can�be�distributed.��Any�items�that�are�past�
the�expiration�date�must�be�discarded.

PANTRY�DONATIONS�ARE�ACCEPTED�ON�
WEDNESDAYS�FROM�8:00�AM�-�11:00�AM

OR�USE�THE�FOOD�BARRELS�
AT�THE�CHURCH�ENTRANCES

Monetary�donations�can�be�placed�in�collection�baskets�during�Mass�using�
the�SVDP�envelopes�available�at�the�church�entrances�or�an�envelope�
labeled�SVDP�donation�or�mailing�an�envelope�to:

SVDP/St�Mary�of�Gostyn
445�Prairie�Ave,�Downers�Grove,�IL���60515

Online�Donations�are�now�being�accepted�as�well.
For�Zelle�-�send�the�donation�to�svdp@stmarygostyn.org

For�PayPal�-�send�to�St.�Vincent�DePaul�Society-St.�Mary�of�Gostyn
For�Venmo�-�send�to�svdpSMG
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Scan�QR�Code�to�register�for�weekly
sign�up.
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Twenty-Fourth�Sunday�in�Ordinary�Time
The�Cross�of�Forgiveness

Why�should�we�forgive�those�who�hurt�us?�This�Sunday’s�Gospel�
gives�us�three�reasons:�First,�because�Jesus�commands�it.�Sec-
ond,�because�forgiveness�is�part�of�loving�one�another.�And�third,�
because�we�want�to�be�forgiven�for�our�sins.

In�this�passage,�Jesus�commands�us�to�forgive�without�ceas-
ing,�without�limit.�That�might�be�a�challenge�for�even�the�most�
patient�person.�Does�this�mean�we�should�let�someone�hurt�us�
again�and�again?�No.�It�is�possible�to�forgive�someone�and�also�
prevent�them�from�hurting�us,�if�we�do�so�with�love�(the�second�
reason).�For�example,�we�might�forgive�an�alcoholic�relative,�but�
still�insist�they�seek�help.�Since�forgiveness�is�part�of�love,�it�is�
also�part�of�tough�love.

That�leads�to�the�third�reason:�we�forgive�because�we�have�been�
forgiven.�Jesus�already�died�for�our�sins.�If�we�truly�believe�that�
Jesus�rose�again�and�that�we�will�rise�with�him�to�eternal�life�
despite�our�sins,�how�can�we�refuse�to�forgive�someone�who�
hurts�us?

By�Tom�Schmidt
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The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1651
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